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terms and conditions of the
Country Towns' Assistance
Scheme in order to finance
a new power station at
Mount Magnet.

(f) The previous price of elec-
tricity charged by the Council
was 8c per unit for domestic
lighting and power.

(g) The present cost of electricity
is the Commission's standard
tariff for country towns which
for domestic customers is
3.83c per unit plus $5.00 per
quarter service charge.

13. HOUSING
Teachers: Rents

The Hon. S. J. Dellar for the Hon.
R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the Minister
for Justice representing the Treasurer:

Further to the reply to my ques-
tion on the 7th April, 1976, re-
garding teacher housing-
(a) does the reply to part (1)

indicate the decision has been
made to amend the regulation
(5) referred to; and

(b) If so, when Is It expected the
amending regulation will be
tabled?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:
The amendment was tabled on
6th April, 1976.

House adjourned at 4.42 pi..

KIEiuikiflw ANturnThh1j
Thursday, the 8th April. 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson):- In
order to avoid my having to take Questons
on notice immediately after notices and
papers, and then having some of those
questions postponed, I propose to take
questions at the appropriate time follow-
ing the afternoon tea suspension.

ADDRES8S-IN -REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 7th April, on
the following motion by Mr Tubby-

That the following Address-In-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to-

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Legislative Assembly of

the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament

assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign.
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR McIVER (Avon) 12.19 p.m.]: Once
again the curtain has risen on an Address-
in-Reply debate, this time of the third
session of the Twenty-eighth Parliament.
However, before I commence discussing
items I wish to bring to the attention of
the House, I desire to join other members
in extending best wishes and congratula-
tions to the member for Greenough who
has taken over from the former Premier
of Western Australia, a man who is re-
spected not only by members on both
sides of the Chamber, but also by everyone
else in Western Australia.

Mr Hartrey: Hear, hear!£

Mr McIVER: Knowing the member for
Greenough personally, as I have done for
many years, I am sure he will make a
worth-while contribution to Parliament
and for the benefit of the people of
Greenough and of Western Australia in
general.

The Address -in -Reply allows a member
to roam far and wide over many subjects
and bring to the attention of Parliament
various issues concerning his constituency.
Because of the performance of the Gov-
erment, it is not very difficult to find
a commencing point.

First of all I wish to draw to the atten-
tion of the Premier the concern of the
businessmen of Western Australia in re-
lation to the amendment to the pay-roll
tax legislation. Its effect is widespread in
the electorate of Avon which I have the
privilege to represent.

I wish to give the House an example
of its effect and in doing so will refer to
a particular company as company A. In
1975 that company had a pay-roll of $5 085
for one month. With the permissible de-
d-,:ction of $1 733 then applying the assess-
able amount was $3 352. Having regard to
the fact that the pay-roll tax was 5 per
cent, the amount payable by company A
for that month was $382.85.

Let us consider the situation of the same
company since the Government amended
the Act under the pretext that it will
assist many businesses.

Sir Charles Court: That's right.
Mr McIVR: Such a reason seems all

right when it is in a gift-wrapped parcel
in fancy paper with all the trimmings
attached. However, once the parcel is un-
wrapped, and the contents revealed, the
situation is found to be not so rosy as
was predicted.

The imposition of pay-roll tax has had
a very detrimental effect on businesses
throughout Western Australia. The present
Government always parades itself as a
lifesaver of private enterprise.
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Sir Charles Court: What about the great
number of businesses which are exemnp-
ted?

Mr McIVER: However, on examination
we find that the present Government is
not a lifesaver of private enterprise; that
is just a play on words.

Let us examine another example of the
effect of the amendment which came into
force on the 1st January, 1976. As an Il-
lustration I will mention a company in
my area-and I am sure the example
will apply generally to companies right
throughout Western Australia-which
had a pay-roll of $15 734 for the month of
January, 1976. The pay-roll tax, at 5 per
cent, amounted to $786.70. However, for
the month of December, 1915, the same
company had a pay-roll of $13 827 which
attracted a pay-roll tax of $382.85. The
increase in the amount paid by way of
pay-roll tax amounted to 14 per cent;, in
other words, the tax was more than double.

Sir Charles Court: You are not compar-
Ing like with like in quoting those'figures.

Mr MeIVER: The Treasurer is at liberty
to look at my figures.

Sir Charles Court: Two different prin-
ciples are involved.

Mr McIVER: The figures have been sup-
plied by the various chambers of commerce
and if the Treasurer has not received a.
copy as yet, he will receive one very
soon because the chambers of commerce
are most concerned.

The Increased pay-roll tax has bad a,
detrimental effect on many business organ-
isations in country areas. Because of the
Increase in pay-roll tax, the company to
which I am referring cannot afford to
employ additional mechanics, it cannot
afford to take on apprentices, and it can-
not afford to employ other people.

Mr Hartrey: Hear, hear!
Mr McIVER: I draw this matter to the

attention of the Treasurer and I trust that
after the election next year our new
leader-elect will take some action to re-
lieve the impost which business people are
facing at the present time. Under the fac-
ade of helping private enterprise, this
Government is allowing many companies
to stagnate. They are unable to employ
additional workers.

Sir Charles Court: What about those
who no longer pay tax?

mr McIVER: It may well be that some
do not pay tax.

Sir Charles Court: They are the ones
you said we needed to help most.

Mr MoWVER: What are some of the small
businesses which have received some re-
lief?

Sir Charles Court: There are hundreds
of them.

Mr MeIVER: Very few.

Sir Charles Court: Do you not want to
help them? Are they not the ones you
want to help?

Mr McIVER: The Treasurer has started
to react very early this afternoon. He must
be hurt!

Sir Charles Court: I am attempting to
tell you about those who have received
relief.

Mr MeIVER: Last night my colleague,
the member for Collie-he is also the
shadow Minister for Police and Traffic-
raised a very important issue when he
spoke about the Road Traffic Authority.
I wholeheartedly support his remarks, and
I want to add some of my own.

I say without any hesitation at all that
since the introduction of the Road Traffic.
Authority in this State the way of life in
country areas has been greatly affected.
No longer do people feel free to drive from
one place to another. They are not able to
enjoy themselves without the fear of a
patrolman waiting to snare them on some
trivial offence. In many cases those people
are booked for drunken driving.

Mr O'Connor: Are you not aware that
since the introduction of the Road Traffic
Authority there has been a reduction In
the road toll on country roads this year?

Mr McIVER: I will get around to that
interjection In a moment, but if the Min-
ister will be patient I will highlight the
reasons for my attack on the Road Traffic
Authority.

Not long ago a function which related.
to promoting a mardil gras queen was held
in the small township of Grass Valley. At
the conclusion of the function the residents
of the Northam district, on returning to
their homes, found there was a road block
where the road from the venue of the
meeting entered Great Eastern Highway.
All those persons who had attended the
function, and who were driving motor
vehicles, were checked and made to use
the breathalyser,

I am sure we do not want this type of
action in our State. A further bad feature
of the ETA is the special grog squad-I
think that is its name. The grog squad
visits country areas, carries out its work,
and then returns to Perth. The police in
the various country areas which have been
visited are left with a bad taste in their
mouths. Road Traffic Authority vehicles
can he seen In the car Park of any country
bowling club where the patrolmen are
waiting for somebody to overstep the mark.
That is not the way of life in this State,
and that type of action should not be tol-
erated.

Mr Nanovich: Perhaps they are waiting
in the queue to play bowls.

Mr Hartrey: Prevention Is better than
cure.

Mr MoIVER: I did not hear the inter-
jection from the member representing the
winegrowing area of our State.
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Sir Charles Court: The comment was
that prevention is better than cure.

Mr MoWVER: I point out that people
who supported the present Government at
the last election are not very happy with
the situation of the ETA. The system
should never have been introduced in the
first place, because it is not even a goad
duplication of the Police Force. One can-
not be a baker one day and a traffic
patrolman the next.

Mr O'Connor'. Can you give an instance
of where that occurred?

Mr MelVER: The formation of the Road
Traffic Authority has been to the detriment
of the duties carried out by policemen.
of course, many policemen went into the
newly formed authority. Because of the
increased duties of the ETA the police
patrols in Fremantle, which is not very far
from here, are carried out by only one
sergeant and two constables. I must
qualify that statement by saying it was
reported to me, but I believe that to be
the situation.

Mr O'Connor: That is not the true posi-
tion.

Mr McNVEI: I received the report on
very good authority from a person who
does not make loose statements.

As was pointed out by the member for
Collie last night, crime is increasing and
we have reached the stage where women,
and others. cannot walk along our streets
at night time without the fear of being
mugged.

Never before have we faced such a crime
wave-it is on the increase-and it is
affecting our way of life. Never before
have we had robberies such as those at
the Federal Taxation Office and many
banks around our city, We have had a
large avalanche of words from the Minis-
ter, and although the figures may indicate
a reduction in the road toll, many lives
are still being lost on the roads. This is
not due to the people living In country
areas, some of whom may have a few
drinks at their bowling clubs or may go to
different clubs after a hard day's work.
Many farmers travelling home along coun-
try roads are apprehended for minor
breaches of the law, such as a loose ex-
haust or dust on the number plate.

Mr O'Connor: They are picked up only
if they break the law.

Mr McIVER: This situation should not
continue, and the Minister should have a
good look at it. P,&

Mr Hartrey: So be should.

Mr McMEIL At least motorists should
be given a warning. As one travels along
the Great Eastern Highway at night, every
mile or so there is a patrolman under a
bush with a ray gun. We see many slow
drivers who travel along the middle lane
from Guildford to Perth, tften over thc
double line. in my opinion such drivers

are just as bad as the idiot who travels
at 130 or 150 kilometres per hour. They
are just as much a menace on the road
as are the speedsters. The patrolmen
should be apprehending motorists of this
type.

Mr O'Connor: Of course they should,
and they are.

Mr McIVER: Before I conclude, I appeal
to the Minister to reconsider the whole
position of the Road Traffic Authority, 1
assure him that the country people are
far from satisfied with the present posi-
tion. I know the authority has not been
in operation very long, and I am not
trying to have a dollar each way. However,
I must point out that the public are fed
up because many people are being charged
with petty infringements by officers of this
special squad that has come to Perth. We
were told that the Road Traffic Authority
would solve all the evils of the road toll.

In reply to questions In the House we
have been told how much it is costing the
Treasury to pay overtime for the patrol-
men. When I think of the many schools
and other instrumentalities in rmy elector-
torate that are crying out for money-

Mr O'Connor: What is a life worth?
Mr Nanovich: You cannot value it.
Sir Charles Court: Do you not put any

value on lives saved?
Mr MCIVER: Of course I do, but the

Premier is sidestepping the issue. I am
highlighting the fact that people are being
victimnised, including many who have never
driven a car under the influence of al-
cohol.

Sir Charles Court: Are you going to in-
vent a machine to tell whether or not
People are drunk?

Mr MeIVER: I have highlighted this
situation today because of public opinion
about the matter. if I did not think the
public were sincere, I would not be airing
it here. I know of a barmaid who works
at a hotel In the metropolitan area, One
afternoon when she finished work she went
to a supermarket nearby. When she re-
turned to her car she was accosted by
members of the Road Traffic Authority and
she was made to breathe into a bag be-
cause her car had been at the hotel for
six or seven hours. Of course. It was at the
hotel-that is where she works. The
officers were a little unlucky, because this
lady is a nondrinker. Naturally, the officers
apologised to the barmaid.

Mr O'C6nnor: Could you give me the
name please?

Mr MoWVER: Yes I could. However, even
if the officers responsible were suspended,
that would not solve the problem. We must
treat the situation Positively, and there is
only one way to do that-disband the flood
Traffic. Authority.

Mr Bateman: Hear, hear!
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Mr McI3TER: Then we could put the res-
ponsibility for traffic affairs back where it
belongs--with the Police Department of
Western Australia.

Mr Bateman:, That is where it belongs,
and then we would get co-operation.

Mr MoWVER: Perhaps it would mean the
loss of a few Country Party votes. When
this legislation for the authority was In-
troduced in the House my present leader
Indicated that some local authorities were
allocating as little as 3 per cent of their
expenditure for traffic control and the
authority was set up to appease these
shires. It is pertinent to raise the matter
again-the Road Traffic Authority should
be disbanded and the responsibility for
traffic control should be returned to the
hands of those who will do the most good
for the people of Western Australia; that
Is, the Police Force.

Mr Bateman: Then you will get co-op-
eration from the public.

Mr McIWEE: All the Road Traffic
Authority has done is to place a further
burden on the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

I1 want to move on now to discuss dental
fees. We have heard a great deal about
Medibank and arguments for aind against
the scheme in Western Australia, but no-
one has paid much attention to the high
cost of dental treatment. The high sugar
content of our food in Western Australia
is we]] known, and It is also well known
that the young people of Australia have
more cavities in their teeth than any other
children in the world. many working fam-
ilies just cannot afford to seek dental
treatment for the children. The school
dental clinics are doing a. marvellous Job.
but we have so many schools in Western
Australia that they cannot cope with the
whole problem.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Does It not surprise you
that there is any need for dental care now
we have fluoride In the water in Western
Australia?

Mr McWVER: It has been proved that
all the fluoride does is to rot the hot water
systems.

Mr Thompson: It does not rot the kids'
teeth.

Mr MeIVER: Parents can give their
children fluoride tablets if they want to.
Look at the children who live in areas
where there is no fluoride in the water.

Mr O'Connor: They have no teeth.
Mr Thompson: Go and ask the dentists.
Mr may: Then why are you extending

the dental clinic system?
Mr MeIVER: Although I have not

as yet worked out the details, in my
opinion we should initiate a scheme for
dental treatment in the same way as the
Hospital Benefit Rind operated. We could
utilise the officers who were employed in
the fund previously, and surely these ex-
perienced People, in conjunction with the

Minister for Health, could work out a
scheme whereby People could Pay $X per
week so that they could meet their dental
fees. Perhaps this amount could be de-
ducted from salaries, in the same way as
the hospital benefit scheme operated for
private and Government employees, In this
way many children could receive proper
dental attention. When talking to many
of the youngsters of today, It is not un-
common to see a mouthful of decayed
teeth. We should be taking positive steps
in this direction. Once again, I ask the
Government to look at the situation, and
I realise that its f avourite exercise is look-
Ing at things.

Mr Davies; A mirror Government.
Mr McrWEE: All the Government has

done since it has been in office is to look
at things.

We have seen increased charges for such
items as electricity, hospitals, and rates.
I will not continue to list all of them
because the people of Western Australia
know all about them. Even with the change
of Government in Canberra, which we
were told would solve all our ills and put
Australia back on the road to prosperity-

Mr O'Neil: Give it time.
Mr MoWVER: It Is a rough old track at

the moment-corrugated.
Mr O'Neil: The Government has had

only 100 days.
Mr Old: Miracles take a little longer.
Mr May: You were looking for another

election after Whitlam. had been in power
for 100 days.

Mr MoWVER: It would cost the Govern-
ment only $500 a day for a solution, or
so the reports in the Press reveal.

Last night, when speaking to the
Address-in-Reply, the member for Mt.
Marshall was very vocal about the wool
industry and the trade unions, Of course,
this is nothing new, because the continual
theme of the ex-Leader of the Country
Party is to attack the trade union move-
ment.

I always feel a little sad when he voices
such sentiments in the Parliament because
I believe he reflects the views of many other
primary producers in Western Australia.
Something must be done to eliminate this
negative attitude. We must get the trade
union movement and the primary pro-
ducers on common ground. At the moment,
they have nothing in Common.

Recently, overtures have been made to
remedy this situation. I refer to recent
addresses given by the Secretary of the
TLC (Mr Peter Cook) to farmers at Man-
jimup and Morawa.

Mr Jamieson; As a matter of fact, he
looks like having the Frmers' Union affi-
liated with the TLC.

Mr MOWVER: That would be a step In
the right direction. Submissions are before
the TLC at the moment to establish a sys-
tem whereby delegates from the Farmers'
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Union and from the TLC meet together
to discuss industrial problems which arise
from time to time. These problems always
seem to arise when the primary producers
can least afford them, such as with the
present wool handling dispute.

No-one would argue with the contention
of the member for Mt. Marshall that
farmers greatly need the finance derived
from the sale of their wool. Nobody likes
to see the economy fluctuating, particu-
larly in country areas, because Australia
relies very heavily on its primary pro-
ducers.

However, is there not something radically
wrong with the present situation, where
we have the wool brokers and others as-
sociated with the industry refusing to talk
to representatives of the Storernen and
Packers Union? How stupid is that?

Recently, we heard the Victorian
Minister for Agriculture saying that the
farmers would load the wool themselves.
His attitude was, "Never mind the worries
of the Storemen and Packers Union! Come
on boys-let's go down to the dock and
load the wool ourselves!" What a ridiculous
statement from a State Minister for Agri-
culture; but this is the attitude which con-
tinually is adopted.

Talks must be held, and if the talks
fail, more talks must be held. Both sides
are at fault. Many unionists are quite
selfish and are living in an age where they
want to take everything and not give an
inch in return; but the same comment
could also be applied to the employers.

Unfortunately, this Is the trouble with
the entire trade union movement today.
The Australian unionist is apathetic; he
takes everything, but does not wish to
contribute as much as he should. However,
I have no hesitation in saying I would
not want to lilt bales of wool weighing
204 kilogrammes for eight hours a day.

Recently, I was in Albany and had the
privilege of seeing wool loaded onto a
Norwegian ship. It was an education to
witness the operation, because the modern
equipment installed at that port enabled
the ship to be loaded in only a few hours.
I understand It sailed at 10.00 o'clock
that night bound for the various ports to
which the wool was consigned.

I do not know whether similar equip-
ment is installed at Melbourne and other
Eastern States ports, but if it Is not, they
could well take a leaf out of Albany's
book. The ship to which I refer was a
container vessel, and its stern opened to
facilitate loading.

Mr Coyne: That is a roll-on, roll-off
vessel.

Mr Jamieson: It is easier to refer to
them as RO-RO vessels.

Mr McIVER: Whatever it was, it wats
an education to see it in action. These
matters should be examined in depth to
see where Improvements could be effected.

Every day we see headlines in the Press
about the Storemen and Packers Union,
but what about the other side? The pro-
ducers have their Part to play in solving
this dispute. We hear so much from the
Country Party members about the Labor
Party doing nothing for primary pro-
ducers. However, irrespective of what the
member for Mt. Marshall said last night
in relation to the statement of the former
Premier of this State, the Hon. Frank
Wise, I am sure the farmers do not agree
with him, because many have informed me
that had it not been for a Labor Gov-
ernment at that time, they most certainly
would have gone bankrupt.

I say again that we should re-examine
this whole question of industrial strife,
particularly where it involves primary pro-
ducers. In this, I do not refer to the
established producers but more particu-
larly to the new land farmers who after
12 months' labour have their produce
ready for shipping only to find it cannot
be exported because of an Industrial stop-
page.

I believe the various State Ministers
for Agriculture should get together with
representatives of the various TLCs and
discuss the situation around the confer-
ence table in order to avoid any industrial
confrontation which may be pending.

I refer now to the subject of education.
Since this Government has been in office.
the education system in Western Australia
has been in a state of decay, I refer
specifically to schools in the Avon elec-
torate, which are at a standstill. I was
delighted to see reported in the newspapers
recently the fact that the Premier will be
making available a further $10 million
to be spent on education in Western Aus-
trala, I only hope that the schools in
the electorate of Avon will get a small
slice of the cake. We do not want much;
I ask for only a small portion.

The electorate of Avon provides edu-
cation at all levels, because It contains
primary, secondary, and tertiary teaching
Institutions. Later today I will be asking
a question without notice to try to obtain
another drinking point for the students
at the Northam Senior High School, and
to obtain accommodation for students to
eat their lunch.

Although it is the undoubted prerogative
of legislators to bring these specific mat-
ters to the attention of Ministers, surely
we can utilise our time in discussing more
important matters. However, this situation
has reached the stage where something
must be done,

When the Tonkin Labor aovernment
took office in 1971, there was a great up-
surge of spending, but since It left offie
spending has sagged, despite the thou-
sands of dollars allocated to this area by
the former Labor Government. I appeal
once again to the Minister to give us a
SMall bite of the cherry. We do not want
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much-only a few thousand dollars of the
allocation of $10 million for education in
Western Australia.

I do not know whether It is by design
or accident, but I notice that only Labor
members seem to complain about educa-
tion shortcomings in their electorates. We
have had enough of it and we want to
see a fair proportion of the money to be
allocated going to our electorates.

Mr Thompson: You are talking a lot
of nonsense, and you know It.

Mr MoIVER: According to the member
for Kalamunda, If things are not going
well with the Liberal Party, everything we
say is nonsense. He should get over those
ranges a little more often and have a. look
around other electorates. Probably, he has
been blinded by the power lines which
should have been placed underground!

The last item to which I wish to refer
Is the Midland Junction Abattoir, A great
deal of concern has been expressed by
residents of Midland about the smell eman-
ating from this establishment. I have a
proposal which will solve the problem. We
have plenty of land available near Nor-
tham, and we are Prepared to have the
abattoir up there, smell and all, with open
arms. We have plenty of room and the
necessary workers, and I Put this to the
Government for its serious consideration.

MR SHALDERS (Murray) (2.49 p.m.]:
it gives me great pleasure to speak in the
Address-in-Reply debate. I should lie to
add my congratulations to those already
expressed to the new member for Green-
ough (Mr Tubby) on his election and the
quality of his maiden speech in this House.

I should also like to add to the congra-
tulations already extended to the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr J. T. Tonkin) on his
record service as a member of this House.
Along with my own leader and other senior
members from both sides of the House, the
Leader of the Opposition has been of great
assistance to me and has set an example
which new members on both sides of the
House would do very well to follow.

I would like also to congratulate the
Leader of the Opposition-elect, the mem-
ber for Welshpcol, and trust he will have
a mast successful reign, but only as Leader
of the Opposition!

In this debate It is customary to speak
on matters of particular relevance to one's
electorate. I intend to do that, but I shall
also range over wider issues. As has been
demonstrated before, this Government has
fulfilled many of the promises that it made
prior to the last election. I am not suggest-
ing that all promises have been fulfilled.
but I would like to refer to some which
have been fulfilled in my electorate.

First of all I refer to the small timber
town of Dwelllngup the electors of which
do not favour my party in particular.
Nevertheless, the Giovernment has ensured

that the police station there was renova-
ted, and a police officer has once again
been stationed in that town.

For the benefit of the member for
Welshpool, the request for a police officer
to be stationed at Dwellingup came from
the people there. They requested specifi-
cally that this action be taken, so that the
town would have a Police officer which it
had previously, before the Labor Govern-
ment withdrew him from the town.

Mr Bryce: Did the people of Dwelllngup
get their pre-school centre?

Mr SHALDERS: I will come to that.
Mr Bryce: The Labor Government was

going to give them one.
Mr SHALDERS: I shall tell the honour-

able member about this matter later. I amn
only too happy to debate this point with
him,

The other election promise that has
been fulfilled in the Dwellingup area is
related to the roads which surround the
forestry and mill houses which are, un-
fortunately, outside the gazetted townsite
area. Through the co-operation of the For-
ests Department and Bunnings, which
operates a big mill there, they have now
been sealed.

The point Is that the Dwellingup people
are extremely grateful for this, because now
the roads arc up to standard and are safe
to drive over. From the housewife's point
of view there has been a vast Improvement,
because formerly when she hung out her
washing and a truck passed by, the dust
would rise and collect on the washing.

I refer now to the undertaking given by
the Premier to investigate the need for
the establishment of another primary
school at Mandurab. The promise was that
an investigation would be carried out; and
in fact it has been. A decision subsequently
made was that a second primary school
was warranted.

I am pleased to say that it is almost com-
pleted, and that a pre-primary centre has
been Provided also. I understand the pre-
primary centre will be opened in a couple
of weeks time, and the Primary school at
the end of the second term.

To take up the point raised by the mem-
ber for Ascot about the provision of a pre-
school centre at Dwellingup, as he knows
$50 000 was allocated for its construction.

Mr Bryce: What happened to that
money?

Mr SHALDERS: I shall tell the honour-
able member.

Mr Bryce: Who allocated the money?
Mr SHALDERS: The Federal Govern-

ment. I have not said that everything
which the Federal Labor Government did
was wrong; but Just that most of what it
did was wrong. Regarding the pre-school
centre, all of a sudden the Pre-School
Board notified the shire that it could not
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go ahead and accept a tender for the con- hope it will find sufficient money to
struction of the building. The reason was
that in respect of other kindergartens the
tenders exceeded the amounts which had
been allocated. The board did its homework
and it considered that if it took $50 000
from the Dwellingup project it could allo-
cate the money in bits and pieces to other
centres for their kindergartens for which
tenders exceeded the funds allocated. I
believe that such action was immoral; I
believe the board was treating the children
and the people of a small country town
shabbily.

Mr Bryce: Why did your Minister not
override the Pre-School Board, or find the
money?

Mr SHALDERS: The Pre-School Board
is charged with the responsibility of mak-
ing decisions.

Mr Bryce: 'The Pre-School Board 19
under the Minister's jurisdiction.

Mr SHALDERS: I do not deny that.
Nevertheless, the board tries to make its
decision on correct premises, but in this
instance I believe it made Its decision
incorrectly. I have written to the
Prime Minister and asked that funds
be made available to make up the shortfall
in view of the high rate of inflation, so
that all kindergartens embraced by that
scheme can be completed. A decision on
that matter has not been made as yet.

Another matter to which this Govern-
ment gave attention, although it was not
specifically as the result of any election
promise, was the large beach restoration
programme at Mandtnah with which most
people would be familiar. I am sure mem-
bers will agree that this is important to
the town and the residents, and I believe
that as a tourist attraction it is important
for the future of the area.

Yet another question has received the
attention of the Government; and that is
the undertaking given that the existing
reticulated water supply at Mandurab,
which was opened by the member for
Welshpool when he was Minister for
Works, would be improved. Many com-
plaints have been received regarding the
standard and quality of the water supplied
to Mandurah from underground bores.
The people are exceedingly upset that up
to the present they have not been able
to participate in the water supplied from
the South Dandalup Dam.

I have before me a couple of bottles
containing samples of water drawn from
the taps of houses in the town. I am sure
all members will agree that the com-
plaints are justified, when they see water
of this quality and water of that quality
coming through the pipes. The two
sample bottles contain two different types
of sediment. Nevertheless, they have come
out of the taps in homes in Mandurab.

The Government has commenced a Pro-
gramme to connect Mandurah to the
South Dandalup Dam Supply, and I

continue it at the rate first anticipated.
The People of Mandurah would like
to see this programme completed as
early as Possible, but I realise the Gov-
ernment has a responsibility to other areas
of the State. However, action necessary
to improve the quality of water has been
started by this Government.

The two projects I have mentioned-the
beach restoration programme and the con-
nection of Mandurab to the South Danda-
lup Dam-cost in the vicinity of $2
million.

Mr Hartrey: Would You agree that all
bores should be underground!

Mr SHALDERS: Yes, but there are
one or two above ground In this place.
A detailed study of the Peel Inlet has
been commenced. Most People will agree
it a fine, if not the finest inland water
area in Western Australia. That study
was undertaken because there had been
a deterioration in the quality of water
in the inlet. I am greatly Interested
in the findings arising from that study
and I am anxious to see the report
when It Is completed. I am anxious to
see any reference to the possible effect
on Peel Inlet which could occur as a re-
sult of a dam built across the Murray
River In the future.

Mr Davies: Who made the report?
Mr SHALDERS: That was mentioned in

the Budget. The study is under way. The
Minister would know far more than I
about the details of that study. I want
to go on record as saying that I am
against any dam being built across the
Murray River in the future, unless I can
see evidence from a responsible body that
Proves conclusively to me that any dam
across the river will not have detrimental
effect on the Peel Inlet. This is too valu-
able and attractive a piece of water to
allow to be spoilt by the building of a dam
which may or may not do some harm. We
must be made aware of the effect on the
waters of Peel Inlet which the construc-
tion of a dam across the Murray River
would have before we agree to such action.

Mr Jamieson: The harm has already
been done by the fertilisers coming down
into the inlet.

Mr SHALDERS: Certainly I would not
disagree that that Is a very good point. I
am hoping that the study being done now
will reveal all the factors and I think the
one just mentioned is important. However,
no doubt there are others and it Is impera-
tive that we know all the factors which
are affecting that waterway.

As the study will take some time to
complete I appeal to the Premier and the
relevant Minister to continue with the
weed-clearing project which has been com-
menced In some areas of the inlet because,
as they know-and indeed the Premier
visited the area-the rotting weed which
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accumulates on the shores in some Parts
creates a stench which by comparison
makes the abattoir In the electorate of the
member for Swan smell like a bunch of
roses. The people in the area are looking
to the Government to continue the pro-
gramme until some long-term project can
be undertaken.

Mr Bryce: On behalf of the member for
Swan I cannot allow that remark to go
uncontested. It is not so.

Mr SHALDERS: The people of the region
are looking forward to legislation which I
understand will come before the House
later In the session, Its purpose will be to
create statutory bodies to control each of
the major waterways in this State and
those which will possibly emerge in the
future.

One of those bodies is the Peel Inlet
Conservation Committee, and I would like
to mention the work done by past and
present members of that committee. They
work hard and for long hours and spend
a great deal of time and effort in the area.
The benefit of their actions will be felt by
present and future generations of Western
Australians who live in and visit the area.

I will now mention a few of the needs of
my electorate. A very small one and one
which possibly hardly rates a mention-I
am raising it only because I have failed to
achieve anything so far in regard to it--is
the provision of a public address system In
the primary section of the Waroona Dis-
trict High School. It is a lovely school. How-
ever the primary section Is divorced from
the secondary section. It is anticipated
that at some stage consolidation will take
place at the high school site. The de-
partment has said there is no need
for a public address system on the
present site because the school will be
-shifted. That may be so, but I do not
believe the consolidation will take Place
for a number of years and the provision
of finance to provide that amenity would
be appreciated by the staff, and, Indeed,
the parents and students of the school.

One of the major requirements in the
region is a bypass road through Mandurah
and a second bridge across the estuary to
relieve the build-up of traffic flowing both
north and south. Those who have been to
Mandurah at holiday periods-Easter, long
weekends, Christmas, and so on-realise
that three or four miles on either side of
Mandurab there is a tremendous bottle-
neck. There is no doubt about that. I know
we cannot provide these expensive bypass
roads to cater merely for peak period traf-
fic. However, the time will come eventually
when this will be an everyday need; and
I ask the Government to do some planning
and study to ascertain when relief will be
warranted so that it will not be a last
minute rush job.

Another vital necessity Is a clear plan
for the future development of the coastal
region between Mandurah and Bunbury.

I know that the Mandurah-Bunbury study
group's report has been completed and is
virtually in the process of being printed
and will be available shortly,

I think it is perfectly obvious that the
future of that land can be talked about in
three categories. Firstly, I believe that prob-
ably small portions or areas which will be
suitable for the resort type of accommoda-
tion for tourists and holidaymakers will be
delineated. Certain areas of the land will
Probably be added to portions which
already are provided as national parks and
In the forseeable future certain areas will
continue to be used for their Present rural
purpose.

No doubt members are aware that much
of the land there is used for farming.
The big difficulty Is--and I am sure mem-
bers on both sides appreciate this--that
people who are following a rural pursuit
are finding that the valuation of their
land is being increased because of sales of
other land in the area. However, much of
the land which is being sold at the mo-
ment will not be used for rural purposes.

T is all very well when a portion of the
land is sold and permission Is granted for
it to be developed for subdivision to pro-
vide resort-type accommodation or even
small holdings. However, when such land
sales have the effect of forcing up the
valuation of land perhaps only two or
so miles away which cannot be developed
for that purpose-and indeed the owners
have no such desire that It be developed
for that purpose-then, trouble is experi-
enced, When the shire councils strike their
rates the owners of the up-valued rural
land find that they must pay more and
more. Indeed, often they cannot afford to
remain on the land and use it for the
purpose for which they desire It to be used.
This is causing a great deal of worry to
the people In rural areas adjacent to de-
veloping areas.

Members are all aware that the plight
of rural industries has been well canvassed
during this debate already. I wish to men-
tion two industries, but only briefly.

The first Is the beef Industry. As mem-
bers know, the low prices over recent years
have created an economic crisis for those
who have been involved In the beef in-
dustry solely. The Rural Reconstruction
Scheme, and the beef Industry assistance
plan conceived by this Government, have
been of some help. I know that this State
was virtually forced to accept the $800 000
matching allocation from the Federal Gov-
ernment of the time and in so doing was
forced to accept the guidelines laid down
by that Federal Government. I believe those
guidelines are too stringent and some peo-
ple worthy of assistance have been denied
It because of the stringency of the guide-
lines which In some Instances defy ex-
planation.

One case which springs to my mind is
that of a farmer who applied for finance
under one of the schemes. He was advised
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that because his situation was so hopeless the Government can take to assist them
he was classified as being nonviable and
in no way could money be lent to a
person in his terrible state of affairs.

Some three or four months later he
applied again and on that occasion he was
told he was too viable and did not require
any money. Members can imagine the con-
sternation and confusion that type of
treatment creates.

I hope the Minister for Agriculture will
endeavour to contact the relevant Com-
monwealth Minister to persuade him to
relax the guidelines so more use can be
made by farmers of the finance available.

Mr Grewar: Hear, hear!I
Mr SHALDERS: I do not believe the

implementation of any particular market-
ing scheme will overcome the problems of
primary producers in the beef industry.
Last session, in all sincerity, the Govern-
ment introduced a system of marketing,
but it was unsuccessful; and, to the Gov-
ernment's credit, the scheme was with-
drawn. I could support legislation to in-
troduce a system of marketing for the
beef industry only if that system were in-
troduced on a trial basis and if after the
producers had experience of the system
and especially during the time of the
year when there was a glut, a ref -
erendumn were held to ascertain whether
the producers desired that system to
continue. If such a referendum indi-
cated that the producers desired the
system to continue, then I would not find
it so difficult to support it. However, I
repeat that I would not support any system
which was not Introduced on a trial basis.

As members are aware, the dairy in-
dustry has also been beset by a number
of problems, the most important one at
the moment having been referred to already
during the debate; that is. the solids-not-
fat content of milk. I do not intend to
dwell on the subject myself. I hope the
Dairy Industry Authority and, indeed, the
Department of Agriculture, will have their
members put their minds to the problem
in the hope that they can find a way to
overcome It.

I believe the standard of 8.5 per cent
SNF which exists at the moment came
into being as a result of an inquiry and
a report made in 1900 or 1901. I do not
believe that even at that time it was ever
really meant that consumers could be
expected to have milk at that standard.
Perhaps the future might lie in a change
to a total solids standard but I am well
aware that cannot be achieved in five
minutes and that it will probably require
implementation at the Federal level.

I mention briefly the point made by the
member for Avon who spoke before me,
but 11 certainly do not want to be as critical
as he was of the Governent's efforts to
assist private enterprise. Suffice it to say
country businesses are finding things diffi-
cult and they would appreciate any action

further. Transport concessions are one
aspect that could be looked at, and a
further raising of the limit on exemption
from pay-roll tax would be greatly appre-
ciated. Some dissatisfaction has been ex-
pressed in relation to fire brigade charges
and also the fact that sales tax is added
onto freight costs. When an Item goes
to the country the cost of freight is added
and sales tax is calculated on the total
amount, so that people in country areas
are being hit harder by that provision.

I do not ask for this concession only for
the businessmen themselves, although I
would certainly like them to expand and
do better because this will create more
employment. I ask for this consideration
for the benefit of the people who live in
the country and who must sometimes per-
force patronise those businesses, because
of lack of opportunity to shop closer to
Perth and also because many people in the
country have loyalty and are prepared to
buy locally and support their country
businesses. I hope it can be seen that if
we do not take action to assist country
businesses we will Penalise People who live
in the country and who are prepared to
support those who have established
businesses in the country.

Mr Skidmore: You will be looking in
vain to this Government to assist them.

Mr SHALDERS: There is already evi-
dence that this Government has assisted
country businesses. I am asking that ef-
forts be made to assist them further.

Another matter which has been well
canvassed in this House Is the electoral
districts legislation. I am afraid I cannot
go along with the argument of members
on the other side of the House in relation
to one-vote-one-value. The People of
Western Australia will not accept the Op-
Position's ideas on a unicameral system
of Parliament. The evidence is overwhelm-
Ing that they want to retain a bicameral
system of Parliament.

Mr Carr: Where is the evidence?
Mr SHALDERS: I cannot give figures,

but I would like to have a Gallup poll
conducted on the subject to prove It.

Mr Bryce: Are we to accept your politi-
cal Intuition?

Mr SHALDERS: it would remove from
the country People any semblance of a
voice in this Parliament. If 70 per cent of
the people five in the metropolitan area,
that is where 70 per cent of the seats
would be, irrespective of the quota allo-
cated to seats. I ask the member for As-
cot whether in fact the Trades and Labor
Council works on the principle of one-
vote-one-value. In other words, does a
fellow representing a union of 500 mem-
bers who is elected to the TLC or the
ACTU have the same voice and voting
Power as a delegate representing a union
of 20000 members?
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Mr Bryce: No, he does not.
Mr SHALDERS: I hope that Is an ac-

curate statement.
Mr Bryce: Unions have a delgate for

every so many members to the ACTU
Congress.

Mr SHALDERS: In all eases?
Mr Bryce: Yes.
Mr A. R. Tonkin:, Do some research.
Mr SHALDERS: The last thing I will

research is the workings of the Trades
and Labor Council.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Do not talk of some-
thing you know nothing about.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Mor-
ley should keep) his ears open and learn
a lesson, I asked the member for Ascot a
question and he answered it,

Mr J. T. Tonkin: How does the honour-
able member justify the position In the
Pilbara in relation to the position in the
Kimberley?

Mr SHALDERS: I agree that is an
anomaly and one I cannot explain.

Mr Carr: The Premier can answer that.
Mr SHALDERS: That is only one anom-

aly. The Premier would admit there are a
number.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr SHAILDERS: If I remember rightly,

the member for Welsbpool said it was of no
use saying that if the Labor Party changed
its policies it could win these seats, It, is
passing strange that the Labor Party,~ held
the seats of Gascoyne, Murchison-Eyre,
Pilbara, and Kimberley. Working on that
philosophy, how is it that those seats are
now held by members on this Bide of the
House? Is it not possible that by changing
its policies the Labor Party can reverse
that position? I1 cannot accept the pro-
position of the member for Welshpool
that the situation can never be reversed.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: We do not adopt
policies to win votes.

Mr SHALDERS: Then the Labor Party
will be in the wilderness for a long time.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is something you
would never understand.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Mor-
ley is one of the greatest assets the Liberal
Party has in Western Australia.

Mr Bryce: Hie might stand for pre-sel-
ection at that rate.

Mr SHALDERS: I mention now the
abuses of welfare payments by some people.
I believe welfare payments are essential
and I have no argument about their being
made to people who suffer genuine hard-
ship. However, it came to my notice re-
cently that a particular person has received
an amount of welfare payments In one

form or another which averaged $235 a
week. That works out to a tax-free income
in excess of $12 000 a year.

I do not believe welfare payments to
that extent are deserved by anyone. I can-
not conceive a circumstance where any
individual person, irrespective of his fain-
ily commitments, could possibly deserve to
have an income from welfare payments
in excess of $200 a week. I am endeavour-
ing- to check to find out why those welfare
payments were made or whether in fact
somenae is learning to use the system. The
peopl2a who learn to use the systemn-the
people who are not genuinely in fleed of
welfare payments-are robbing those who
are genuinely in need. The cake is only so
big. and the more slices it is cut Into the
smaller the slices will be. If we can get
rid of the people who are not genuine
cases, perhaps the genuine cases can be
treated more generously.

Mr Bryce: Do you include the doctors
who are ripping off Medibank?

Mr SHALDERS: I have no evidence of it,
but I understand-in fact I was told by
a doctor the other day-that with very
little effort a doctor can increase his in-
come by 25 per cent through Medipank.
Let me remind the honourable member
whose brainchild Medibank was.

Mr Bryce: Are you going to stand up in
this place and say it should be scrapped?
Then see how far you would get with your
Prime Minister.

Mr SHALDERS: It is like a rolling steam
train. Once it is set going it is difficult to
tug it back up the hill.

Mr Bryce: You can stand here anid say
what you like. You are not responsible.

Mr SHALDERS: That argument will not
wear.

I want to conclude by referring to a
matter I raised in this House last year.
Members of the Opposition laughed at me
when I said I had raised with the Federal
Government the possibility of some Christ-
mas mail concession. I do not know quite
why they laughed: perhaps they thought
I was flying kites in the breeze. However,
really speaking I had the last laugh, be-
cause the Federal Labor Government
agreed to a concession; it was not as much
as I had asked for, but at least it was a
concession.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It was as a conse-
quenice of Your request?

Mr SHALDERS: I do not know, but
certainly I requested it.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You were the only
one?

Mr SHALDERS: It is possible others
did the same. Did the member for Morley
make a request?

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Yes.
Mr SHALDERS: When?
Mr A. R. Tonkin: Last December.
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Mr SHALD3ERS: Prove it.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: I will. I have a carbon
copy of the letter written in December.

Mr SHALDERS: In December? The
concession was operating in December.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: All right, in Novem-
ber or whenever it was.

Mr SHALDERS: Yes, the member for
Morley got on the bandwagon. He found
it was a good idea and joined in.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: When did you apply?

Mr SHALDERS; Read Hansard. The
member for Morley is always telling me
to do my homework; let him do some.

Anyway, to return to the point I was
making, I have again written to the Min-
ister for Posts and Telegraphs and re-
quested this time a two-tiered concession
for Christmas mail. I have asked for a
general concession in the months of Nov-
ember and December, which would benefit
every person in the community. The
amount of that concession would, no
doubt, be determined by the Government,
but I would hope it would be a little more
than the concession agreed to last year.

The second portion of my suggestion to
the Federal Minister is to allow all pen-
sioners a special concession of 12 free
postings during the year. I do not quite
know how the mechanics of this would
work, but I suggest it might be possible
to send a voucher with the last pension
cheque in October, and that voucher
could be exchanged at post offices for the
requisite number of stamps.

I hope that the present Federal Gov-
erment will show it has some Christmas
spirit and will agree to some, if not all,
of my suggestions. The reason I have
made the request at this time of the year
-early in April-is that 1 realise such
concessions would cost money and, there-
fore, the Federal Government might need
to take this into account when framing
its Budget.

I intend to request all State Premiers.
including our own Premier, to support me
in this request. Indeed, I invite the Leader
of the Opposition to support me if he
considers this is a worthy matter.

Mr Speaker, It has given me a great
deal of pleasure to speak in this debate. I
trust the matters I have raised have been
relevant and my suggestions constructive.
I have pleasure in supporting the motion.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [3.22 p.m.]: Today,
the 8th April, marks two significant ani-
versaries. One of those is a happy anni-
versary; I refer to the forty-third anni-
versary of the entry to this Chamber of
the leader of the Labor Party. I congratu-
late him on that achievement, and Par-
ticularly on his forbearance.

The other anniversary is a very sorrow-
ful one, because today is precisely the
second anniversary of the return to power
of the coalition parties in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr Thompson: Many happy returns!
Mr BRYCE: On the 8th April, 1974, the

Court Government officially assumed con-
trol of the Treasury bench. I repeat that
this is a very sorrowful anniversary indeed,
and the events of the past two years
have ensured that the anniversary is aL
sorrowful one. In terms of all the
solemn undertakings and sincere pledges
and promises that were given to the people
of Western Australia at the time of the
election in 1974, this Government has
proved to be a disastrous experiment and
a dismal failure in so many ways. I am
very happy to accept this opportunity to
point to just a few of those many ways.

Above all the thing that concerns the
people I represent in this Parliament is
that this Government has proven in a
two-year Period to be both incompetent
and very untrustworthy. Members of this
Chamber will require little reminding that
at the time of the last election the all-
pervading theme was the sluggish economy
in Western Australia-and for that matter
in all other States.

As the basis for his campaign, the
Premier-with his theme and promise to
put things right for everybody-led with
his chin with three very Important econo-
mic undertakings. I referred to them
the other night, but as I had been asked
to speak at somewhat short notice I did
not then have the figures at my disposal
with which to illustrate my argument. I
propose to do so now.

The first of those three promises or
pledges is one which the Premier will
never forget-to solve Inflation in Wes-
tern Australia. The second was to solve
unemployment in Western Australia, and
the third was his promise to curb increases
in State Government taxes and charges.
If we have a look at these one by one we
find some very interesting facts come to
light.

Let us take first the promise to solve
inflation. At the time, of course, we de-
scribed this as an outrageous and insincere
promise and one that was cynical in the
extreme, because someone as experienced
in politics as the present Premier of this
State should be well aware that it was
outrageous to promise the people that he
would solve inflation. In the face-in fact
in defiance-of all known economic theory,
practice, and knowledge the Premier
promised that in this tiny State-in terms
of people and economic resources--he
would roll back the wave of inflation.

What has happened? The answer to that
is just as succinct as the question.
During the two-year period the Govern-
ment has been in office the dollar in the
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pay packet of every Western Australian
has been devalued to the tune of 31 per
cent.

Sir Charles Court: Thanks to the Whit-
lam Government.

Mr BRYCE: That is the test of the sin-
cerity, the effectiveness, and the compet-
ence of this Government; because irres-
pective of the excuses he may now try to
build around himself, it was the Premier
of this Government who made the promise
two years ago that he would solve in-
flation; and that is the fact he has to bear
in mind when he remembers his promise.

Mr Watt: flow does it compare with
South Australia?

Mr BRYCE: That argument is extremely
weak; in fact it borders on the pathetic,
because it is no excuse. The honourable
member's leader made the promise in
simple, straightforward terms that he
would solve inflation, and he has failed
to produce the outcome he promised he
would give the people in no uncertain
terms. His promise was absolutely unquali-
fied.

Mr Clarko: Only an ignoramus would
assume that solving inflation means no
Inflation.

Mr BRYCE: Who said that? If the rate
of inflation were 3, 4, or 5 per cent, then
perhaps we could accept it.

Mr Clarko: Under the Liberals, yes.
Mr BRYCE: Well, let us see whether the

Liberals In this State arc so smart. The
second promise gives another illustration
of the Premier's bravado. He was going to
solve unemployment in Western Australia.

Sir Charles Court: We have the best
performance.

Mr BRYCE: We heard him say on so
many occasions both in this Chamber and
outside in so many public forums that he
would solve unemployment in Western
Australia and we would have a return to
the golden days of the 1960s.

Let us ask the same question: What
happened? on the 31st March, 1974, when
the Premier took over the reins of Gov-
ernment in Western Australia from the
Tonkin Government there were '7 527
people unemployed, which Was 1.62 per
cent of the work farce. Today, just two
years later, what a performance we see
from a man who promised to solve un-
employment! There are now 22 752 People
unemployed, which amounts to 4.4 per
cent of our work force.

Sir Charles Court: And the lowest in
Australia.

Mr B3RYCE: No matter which way the
Premier wants to manoeuvre, duck, or
dive, he has to face the fact that he made
a promise to solve unemployment in this
State. After two years at the helm the
ugly fact is that unemployment has nearly
trebled.

Mr Clarko: It is the best record in Aus-
tralia.

Sir Charles Court: We have the most
buoyant economy in the whole of Aus-
tralia if that is of any comfort to You.

Mr BRYCE: How is that relevant? The
Premier knows that it was complete irres-
ponsibility on his part to make that
promise.

Sir Charles Court: The people in the
street will not agree with you.

Mr BRYCE: The third promise made
in unequivocal terms was the promise to
curb State taxes and charges.

Mr T. J. Burke: Surely he has done that!

Mr BRYCE: In typical conservative
fashion the Premier attacked taxes and
charges alleging that they were too high,
that they were stifling initiative and that
something had to be done; and he pro-
mised to curb State taxes and charges.
This was at a time when the Tonkin Gov-
ernment was increasing taxes and charges
in a way which was barely sufficient to
keep pace with the current rate of infla-
tion throughout Australia. Let us ask the
same simple question: What happened?
Prom the answers provided by his own
Government departments and his own
Ministers yesterday, let us look at some
of the ugly and embarrassing facts for the
Premier, the man who promised to curb
State taxes and charges.

Domestic electricity charges have soared
by 63 per cent. Shipping freight rates
have jumped by 50 per cent. Rail freight
rates have jumped by 38 per cent. Driver's
licence charges have Increased 67 per
cent. Vehicle registration fees have In-
creased 65 per cent. Westrail road freight
charges have jumped 38 per cent. Vehicle
transfer charges are up 50 per cent. Sew-
erage rates have jumped 66 per cent.
Water rates have jumped 46 per cent.
Excess water rates have jumped by
between 97 per cent and 103 per cent.
State Housing Commission rents have
jumped, depending upon the type of ac-
commodation, by between 36 per cent and
70 per cent in two short years.

The reason for raising these three par-
ticular promises is that I believe sincerely
that the competence of this Government
after two Years in office must surely be
questioned. There are three principal ec-
onomic packages which the Government
Put to the People which it has proven it
simply cannot deliver. On the question of
trustworthiness or otherwise, it is my sub-
mission to the House that this Govern-
ment is a most untrustworthy one because
whilst It has failed dismally to deliver the
goods in respect of three principal prom-
ises which it made, It has in fact done
things which it did not promise, which
it did not dare to promise on the hustings
and which are achievements which It will
take us a long time to forget. I refer
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specifically to the three matters which I
touched on briefly the other night. The
first matter which proves this Government
cannot be trusted is that If it had this
sort of legislation in mind at the time of
the election it had the responsibility to
indicate that to the people. I speak of
nothing other than the fuel and energy
Bill which has been described at great
length in this Chamber. The Premier did
not dare to mention the details of that
Draconian piece of legislation. He knows
that he would have been cut to ribbons
on the hustings at the time.

Sir Charles Court: We are just hoping
that you are going to make that an issue
at the next election.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier was not game
enough to make that an issue at the last
election. It is one of the great achieve-
ments which he did not dare to reveal was
in the patch bag of things that he was
going to do.

Sir Charles Court: Read our policy
speech on industrial responsibility.

Mr BRYCE: The next matter is the
amendment to the Electoral Districts Act.
There was no mention on the hustings
that, if elected, the Court Government
would introduce Into this Parliament a
piece of legislation to amend the Electoral
Districts Act which would gerrymander
the seats and rig this Parliament In terms
of its structure in a way specifically des-
igned to keep a Liberal-Country Party
coalition Government in office.

Mr Clarko: And give the metropolitan
areas their best representation ever.

Mr BRYCE: If the member is looking
at areas such as Swan, Morley, Ascot,
and las I could not but agree with him.

Mr Clarko: I am talking about num-
bers, and You know it.

Mr BRYCE: The third devious action
of this Government which will go down
in history as being equally Draconian as
the other two to which I have just refer-
red was the positive encouragement that
this Government gave to Fraser's thugs to
bring democratic government in this
country to the brink of anarchy. There
is no question in my mind that if this
Government had been honest with the
people at election time it would have
declared: "As far as our Philosophy is con-
cerned, although we are regarded as the
party which points a finger at the trade
unions, and although we are the party
that espouses the cause of law and order
and we object to People Peacefully demon-
strating in the streets of capital cities or
anywhere else that they choose to demon-
strate, if the prize is big enough we will
tear up the rule book and break con-
ventions just to suit ourselves." I suggest
that the prize at the time which was
thought to be big enough was the grab

for power at the national level. I suggest
that in terms of its three principal un-
dertakings to the people, because it has
so outrageously failed to deliver the goods,
the Government has proved that it is
simply not competent. Because it never
mentioned to the people what have be-
come its three greatest achievements dur-
ing the time that it has been in office, and
would never have dared to canvass them
with the People at an election, it has
Proven to be a most untrustworthy Gov-
ernment.

A particular issue of importance to me
as the shadow Minister or Opposition
spokesman for education-

Sir Charles Court: That sounds better
than "shadow".

Mr T. J. Burke: What is the cost of
building these high schools you are going
to rent back from private enterprise?

Mr BRYCE: The Premier is about to
iose that cheerful smile on his face because
the comments that I have to make are that
the lack of competence and trustworthi-
ness of this Government is more particu-
larly exemplified in the actions, the state-
ments and the decisions of the Premier,
as the leader of the Government, than In
any other individual. I should like to draw
the attention of the House to some of the
most irresponsible, untrustworthy and un-
reliable statements that have been made
in recent times by the Premier about his
Party's education policy. I draw particular
attention to an article which appeared in
The Record of the 25th March, headed:
"School funds on a needs basis: Premier
answers Bryce". The basis of that article
had been a claim by me in a Press release
of the 13th March in respect of the
intending reintroduction of tertiary fees
by the Fraser Government when we were
attempting to obtain confirmation as to
whether that Government intended to re-
introduce those fees.

I made the statement that I did not hold
out much hope of obtaining the Premier's
support because Sir Charles Court was
known to favour the distribution of educa-
tion funds to wealthy schools instead of
distributing funds on a needs basis
throughout all schools.

The greatest political somersault I have
witnessed in my time in Parliament be-
came obvious to me when I picked up a
copy of the Catholic newspaper, The
Record, and read that the Premier actu-
ally said it was strictly in accord with
the policy of his Government and, in fact,
with his own belief to allot education
funds on a needs basis. The facts are that
the Liberal Party of Australia-at the
national level and at the State level so
far as this State is concerned-clearly does
not support the principle of spending
money on schools on a needs basis. In fact,
there is a wealth of evidence, part of which
I intend to produce to this Chamber, to
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prove the extent of the complete somer-
sault by the Premier with regard to this
question.

For the information of members I in-
tend to quote the first paragraphs of an
article which appeared in The Record on
the 25th March, 1976, as follows-

No fair-minded person who looked
objectively at the West Australian
Government's education programme
would deny that education funds were
allotted on a needs basis, the Premier
Sir Charles Court, said this week.

This was strictly in accord with
Government policy and with the
Premier's own beliefs.

An allegation that the Premier was
known to favour the distribution of
education funds to "wealthy schools
instead of on a needs basis to all
schools" was made recently by the
Labor member for Ascot, Mr Bryce,
M.L.A.

"It is becoming clearer each day
that Mr Bryce will stoop to any level-
including vicious fabrications-in his
desperate attempt to gain a political
point," the Premier said.

By the time I have finished explaining
this matter to the House I sincerely be-
lieve the Premier will not only make a
public apology to the readers of The
Record, but he will also make a public
apology to this Parliament for the way in
which he has misled the people concerned.

Sir Charles Court: That is only your
opinion, though.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: it certainly looks as
though there has been a fabrication of
some sort.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier should make
a public apology for the way ho has mis-
led the people on this matter. I1 ask the
Premier: Is he prepared to continue to
make the claim that his Government allo-
cates funds on a needs basis?

Sir Charles Court: I said the report in
the paper was a reasonably accurate re-
port of what I released. I believe I sent
a copy to the honourable member.

Mr BRYCE: No, the Premier did not
send me a copy.

Sir Charles Court: Well, You can have
a copy with pleasure.

Mr BRYCE, There are a number of
significant points which need to be made
with regard to the article. Firstly, there
is no doubt that any person who read the
article would realise that the key issue
was that the Liberal Government of this
State claimed to allocate funds to schools
on a needs basis. That is false; It is com-
pletely untrue.

Sir Charles Court: That is your opinion
Only. Why are you so upset? Is it because
of your views?

Mr BRYCE: I am upset because of what
the Premier said; he deceived the readers
of the Catholic newspaper, The Record.

Sir Charles Court: It was not released
for their information only; it was a gen-
eral release.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: The point is, was it
true ?

Sir Charles Court: I will send the hion-
ourable member a copy of the release.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: The point at Issue is:
Was the statement true?

Sir Charles Court: The statement is
accurate.

Mr BRYCE: The important point to bear
in mind is that no statement of mine had
appeared in the Catholic newspaper, The
Record, but out of the blue the Premier
chose to reply to something which I said
elsewhere. He made his reply through the
Catholic newspaper, The Record.

Sir Charles Court: No, I did not; it was
a general release.

Mr BRYCE: I am sorry for the Premier
that his release did not gain coverage In
other papers.

Sir Charles Court: It was a general re-
lease and I think it appeared In other
papers.

Mr BRYCE: I ask the Premier whether
his Press secretary can show me where
these comments appeared elsewhere.

Sir Charles Couirt: He will let you have
the exact distribution list without any
question.

Mr BRYCE: The point is that the state-
ment simply is not true and I ask the
Premier, sitting here in front of his col-
leagues and in front of members opposite
him, to state whether he still claims his
Government allocates funds to schools on
a needs basis.

Sir Charles Court: That statement was
issued in consultation with the Minister
for Education. To the best of my know-
ledge the statement was accurately re-
Ported. The honourable member will
receive a copy of the distribution list,
because the statement was not released for
any one section of the community at all.

Mr BRYCE: I hope those words are
firmly entrenched in the minds of mem-
bers in this Chamber, and recorded in
Mansard-that the report was accurate
and that the statement was made after
consultation with the Minister concerned.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.04 p.m.

Mr BRYCE: Before the afternoon tea
suspension, the Premier made a very im-
portant statement and I want to ensure
that it has been accurately recorded. He
said that the statement I had referred to
in The Record was no doubt an accurate
statement of the situation. Secondly he
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said that he had made the statement in
consultation with his Minister. For the
time being I shall leave it there.

Mr QONeil'. He said he would give you
a copy of the statement he released. He
does not know whether what appeared in
The Record is the same. It may well be, but
I do not know.

Mr BRYCE: All right, and that he made
the statement in consultation with his
Minister.

Mr O'Neil: Yes.
Mr BRYCE: I propose to refer to that

point later, but at this stage I would like
to answer the charges made by the Pre-
mier in that article, because I feel it is
particularly important that I do so. I have
come to expect personal abuse in letters to
the Press by the Premier; it is almost par
far the course.

Mr Orayden: That would be completely
untrue.

Mr BRYCE: For the Premier to suggest
I resorted to vicious fabrication in order
to make a political point is quite unfair,
and I propose to show that the statement
is a lie. The Premier has stooped to un-
precedented depths and has reversed his
policy to score a political point.

Mr Grayden: That has never happened.
Mr BRYCE: This is the point I want

to make to the Chamber.
Mr Sodeman: That is only your opinion.
Mr 0-rayden: You will have a great deal

of difficulty In making your point.
Mr BRYCE: I have come to expect per-

sonal abuse from the Premier. it is a fairly
well known political stunt that when one
is embarrassed one picks up a handful of
mud and throws it around, The spotlight
then settles anywhere but on the actual
truth!i

I have come to expect this treatment,
and I know how much manoeuvring the
Premier has done on this matter. He must
be seriously embarrassed. The leader of
our Government has claimed publicly in
this Chamber that the Government allo-
cates funds to independent schools and
schools generally on a needs basis, Clearly
it does not do this; it allocates funds on
a flat rate per capita basis. That is Stan-
dard Liberal Party policy, and I would draw
the attention of members to the furore
caused in the national capital in 1973 when
the Whitlam Labor Government decided,
for the first time In Australian history,
that a national Government would allo-
cate funds to schools on a needs basis. The
establishment was absolutely outraged by
the suggestion that taxpayers' resources
should be directed to areas which needed
them most.

Mr Clarko: How do you define a dis-
advantaged school, please?

Mr BRYCE: If I had plenty of time, I
would oblige the member for Karrinyup.
but I am fast running out of time.

Mr Clarko: There is a short answer.

Mr BRYCE. At that time there was a
dreadful furore because the Whitlam Gov-
ernment introduced a classification of
schools. It decided to calculate the amount
of aid to be given according to the needs
of the schools. The Liberal Party was com-
pletely opposed to these measures when
they were being debated in the national
Parliament. One measure was to create
the Australian Schools Commission and
the other was the State Grants (Schools)
Act of 1973 to provide for the allocation of
money from a Federal Government to the
Independent school system on a, needs
basis. I might add Incidentally that these
measures produced a three-fold increase in
the amount of money allocated to inde-
pendent schools. Those two Bills, con-
sidered concurrently by both Chambers in
the national Parliament, were opposed at
every single division by the Liberal Party
and the Country Party.

There were so many moments of crisis
in Canberra in 1973 and 1975, with the
upper H-ouse misbehaving itself, members
have probably forgotten that the first mo-
ment of crisis arose In regard to the
establishment of the Schools Commission.
I wonder whether the member for Murray
is about to suggest that the Liberal Party,
having opposed the establishment of the
Schools Commission so vehemently, would
be prepared to disassemble that commis-
sion now. It is important to stress that at
every single division in the House of
Representatives and in the Senate, Liberal
Party and Country Party members stead-
fastly opposed these two Bills to estab-
lish the Schools Commission and to allo-
cate money to independent schools on a
needs basis. The establishment was out-
raged, and Mr Fraser thought It was un-
conscionable that more money should be
given to the schools with the greatest need.
He believed and still believes that Timber-
top Grammar School In Victoria is just as
deserving as the most disadvantaged parish
school in Australia. Of course, that is par
for the course with his philosophy.

We, as the party in Government at the
time, were quite happy to go along with a
double dissolution an this issue. The Bills
were resubmitted, and when it came to the
crunch, the Country Party and Democratic
Labour Party senators gave in and the Bills
went through. The Liberal Party did not
relent in its attitude. At that time there
was no suggestion from the Premier that
his party supported the allocation of funds
for independent schools on a needs basis.
So it is absolute hogwash, hypocrisy, and
double talk, for the Premier to say now
that this principle is strictly in accord
with the policy of his Government and his
personal belief. In 1973 he was part of the
establishment that was outraged with the
policy of the national Labor Government
to allocate more funds to the schools that
needed them most.

430
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Mr Clarko: What is your basis for say-
Ing that? Where is the evidence?

Mr BRYCE: That was the attitude of
the Liberal Party. The member knows I
have only 15 minutes left.

Mr Clarko: You have not got any evi-
dence.

Mr BRYCE: If the member for Karrin-
yup will give an undertaking to move for
an extension of time for me, I will be
quite happy to take up his challenge.

Mr Clarko: The Premier never said that.
and It is wrong for you to say that he did.

Mr BRYCE: When the Premier made
this attack in the article in The Record,
he was extremely light on in his facts.
He relied on generalisation, vague waffling,
and insinuations, so I am taking the
opportunity to put him right.

Mr Sodeman: You should talk!
Mr BRYCE: The honourable member

should read the article to see for himself.
In 1972, under the McMahon Liberal Gov-
ernment, the amount of money allocated
to independent schools was $3.5 million.
After just three years of Labor Govern-
ment in the national capital, that figure
had jumped to $16.8 million. So much
for the allegations in this article that the
Labor Party and Labor politicians were
out to destroy the independent school sys-
tern, or at least to attack it. The figures
I have given are the aggregate for those
years.

For the benefit of members in this
Chamber I would like to quote a few fig-
ures in regard to Catholic schools In my
own electorate. These schools would be uin-
questionably worse off today than they are
now had there not been a Federal Labor
Government. So it Is absolutely out-
rageous for the Premier to say that his
Government allocates money on a needs
basis. In 1972 the Notre Dame School at
Cloverdale received $50 a head from the
McMahon Government. It Is now receiving
$138 a head, based on its needs. The St.
Augustine's School at Rivervale received
$50 a head In 1972, and it is now re-
ceiving $167 a head based on its needs.
The St. Joachim's School at Victoria Park
-a secondary school which many of the
youngsters from my electorate attend-
now receives $260 a head, whereas in 1972
it received $65 a head.

Sir Charles Court: The Labor Party has
been opposed to State aid.

Mr Davies: Nonsense!
Mr BRYCE: So much for the hogwash

we have heard from the other side of the
Chamber. When any member of the Lib-
eral or Country Parties suggests to us that
it is his party's philosophy to support the
allocation of funds to schools on a needs
basis, he does not know the facts.

I was rather disturbed to see this totally
Inaccurate statement in the article in The
Record, so I did what most members do to

seek the "truth", and I asked the Premier
questions in Parliament. On the 31st
March of this year I asked the Premier
a question arising out of his statement in
The Record. I quoted the statement and
then asked-

What criteria does the Government
employ to assess needs?

In typical fashion, the Premier's answer
was-

There are different criteria for differ-
ing assistance.

What the Premier cannot now man-
oeuvre his way out of is that he most cer-
tainly did not say that there was no needs
basis. He did not seek to correct the state-
ment In the article. He was given the
Quotation, but lhe did not take the oppor-
tunity to say. "That is not what I said."
In fact, he went along with the theme of
his article in The Record, a theme which
had been plainly used for vote-winning
purposes, and as we have seen, it is so
far from the truth that it is outrageous.
My second question was-

Is it not a fact that the Western
Australian Government financially as-
sists independent schools on a flat rate
per capita basis, assessed at the rate
of 23 per cent of the amount of cur-
rent expenditure on students in Gov-
ernment schools?

Instead of giving us a decent straight-
forward answer-

Sir Charles Court: I thought it was
straightforward.

Mr BRYCE:-ln true fashion the
Premier says, "This is only one form of
assistance given." Of course, he did not
bother to indicate what the other forms
of assistance were. It was necessary for me
to get them actually spelt out in detail
elsewhere. On the basis of that question
and answer, it is my contention that the
Premier deliberately misled this Parlia-
ment.

Point of Order
Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker, on

a point of order, I have allowed a fair
amount of licence to the honourable mem-
ber but I take exception to his reference
about misleading, because there was no
misleading. I ask that the words be with-
drawn.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier had better wait
and see.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the mem-
ber to withdraw the words he used;
namely, that "the Premier deliberately
misled the Parliament".

Mr BRYCE: At this stage, Mr Speaker.
I am happy to withdraw.

Debate Resumed
Mr BRYCE: However, I propose to il-

lustrate to the Premier just how inaccurate
he was to have the temerity to stand in
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his place just flow and ask for the state-
ment to be withdrawn. Knowing full well
that I1 could not rely on a straight answer
from the Premier-

Mr Grayden: That should be withdrawn.

Mr BRYCE:-I had to rely on obtaining
an answer to a question asked by a col-
league in another place. It is very impor-
tant that we remember that just before
the suspension of the sitting for afternoon
tea, the Premier said the statement in The
Record was not only accurate as he had
read it but also that he had made it after
consultation with his Minister.

In another place on the 6th April, Mr
Claughton asked the following question of
the Minister for Education-

(1) is it a fact that Western Aus-
tralian Government financial assis-
tance to independent schools currently
amounts to a rate of 23 per cent of
expenditure on students In Govern-
ment schools?

The answer to that part of the question
was--

Yes, 23% of the expenditure by the
State, but from the amount spent on
pupils in Government schools, the
costs of free textbooks, the textbook
allowance for secondary Pupils, school
supplies, science stocks including gas
suppies, and Education Department
publications is subtracted.

The second part of the question asked-
Is this amount provided on a per

capita basis or does it vary according
to "need"?

Ur Claughton could not have been more
explicit than that. The Minister for
Education-the man with whom presum-
ably the Premier had consulted-replied-

On a -per capita basis.
So, it does not vary according to need.

Sir Charles Court: Not that amount; It
is set out in the Budget speech. There
is nothing new or novel about it.

Mr BRYCE: Let us continue. Part
3 (a) of the question was as follows-

Are there other forms of assistance
provided by State Government to in-
dependent schools? If so-

Will the Minister provide de-
tails of the additional forms of
assistance?

The Minister replied-
Yes.

He then proceeded to list the other forms
of assistance so provided. I do not have
the time to read them now.

Mr Young: Because there are so many
of them.

Mr BRYCE: I will read them. The Min-
ister answered as follows--

Free travel on school buses and sub-
sidised travel on other transport, in-
service participation by teachers.

advisory services, interest payments
on residential and instructional build-
ing costs, Teachers' Certificate course
instruction, Guidance and Counselling
services, and secondary pupils may
attend Government school facilities
such as manual arts centres.

The SPEAKER: The member has six
minutes remaining.

Mr BRYCE: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Having established that there are two

forms of Government assistance to in-
dependent schools--flat rate grants of
money, and subsidiary forms of assistance
-we have also established there is no
variation according to needs; no needs
basis is applied to the grants of money
paid to primary and secondary In depend-
ent schools.

Mr Young: You have not established
that at all.

Mr BRYCE: Question 3 (b) asked-
Is a "needs basis" applied to the

provision of such additional assist-
ance?

The Minister replied-
No.

Question 3 (c) was as follows-
If a needs basis is applied, what

criteria does the Government employ
to assess needs?

Of course, the answer was, "Not applic-
able",' because there was. no needs basis.
The last Part of the question was as
follows--

What is the estimated current an-
nual value of assistance provided in
addition to the flat rate per capita
grant?

The Minister provided the following
answer to Mr Claughton-

No estimate is made of the cost of
additional assistance provided.

No matter which way members opposite
try to manoeuvre, they must face the fact
that if this is their policy they should
be courageous enough to stand and state
publicly that they do not believe in con-
sidering the individual needs of schools
when it comes to allocating funds.

We have clearly established that the
Liberal Party at national level overwhel-
mingly opposed In the national forum
legislation to introduce this concept; and
we have clearly established that in this
State of the two forms of assistance given
to independent schools--financial grants
for recurrent expenditure and subsidiary
forms of assistance-neither is applied on
a needs basis.

That is precisely the point I set out to
make at the beginning of my speech;
namely, that after endeavouring In this
Place to get the truth from the Premier,
it was necessary for one of my colleagues
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In another place to ask the Minister for
Education a question in order to get not
only the truth but also a straight answer.

Sir Charles Court: What have you con-
vinced yourself about now? Why has it
upset you so much that this article
appeared in The Record? I sense there is
more here than meets the eye.

Mr BRYCE: What the Premier cannot
understand is that the honest and decent
thing for him to do-if he does not
resign-

Sir Charles Court: Do not talk nonsense!
Mr BRYCE: -is to write an apology to

everybody who read that edition of the
newspaper-

Sir Charles Court: You are becoming
more childish every day.

Mr BRYCE: -for having written that
it is strictly in accord with the policy of
this Government, and the Premier's per-
sonal beliefs, that money going into the
education system generally -should be allo-
cated on a needs basis. The Premier knows
that his philosophy and policy and the
very fibre that makes him tick do not
allow him to acknowledge that is where
the money should be spent.

Sir Charles Court: Why are you so up-
set about money going to private schools?

Mr BRYCE: I am not; this is where the
Premier falls fiat on his face.

.Sir Charles Court: This is the very root
of it all.

Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker, this is a typical
ploy on the part of the Premier. No Labor
leader without the sympathy of newspaper
sub-editors would ever get away with the
stunt the Premier has just pulled.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: The Premier cannot
get away with this.

Sir Charles Court: Get away with what?
What am I supposed to have done?

Mr BRYCE: The news release categori-
cally stated what was diametrically oppo-
site the truth. I suggest to the House that
without the assistance of a sympathetic
group of news editors, the Premier's
credibility would be destroyed. No Labor
leader could ever get away with this. When
I say that the Premier should apologise
to the readers of this newspaper and the
members of this House, I mean that he
deliberately misled this place in the in-
formation he provided.

Point of Order

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker, I
take a point of order. I ask that the words,
"deliberately misled" be withdrawn. Mem-
bers opposite cannot let the member for
Ascot go on like this.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member must withdraw the words "de-
liberately misled". He has already with-
drawn them on one occasion. I appreciate

he is endeavouring to prove his case in a
different fashion, but it is still not con-
clusive proof in the eyes of this place. I
ask him to withdraw the words.

Mr BRYCE: I withdraw the words. Mr
Speaker.

Debate Resumed
Mr BRYCE: I conclude with the sugges-

tion that this has occurred because the
Premier runs his Government as a one-
man band, and has outstretched himself
to such an extent that he has lost his
grip on things. It is a mark of his in-
competence, because obviously he does not
understand that he must hold himself
responsible for making that statement.

Sir Charles Court: Do you not have
anything more worthy of discussion?

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Sir Charles Court
(Premier).

ANZ&C DAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

1.
QUESTIONS (53) -,ON NOTICE

BUILDERS REGISTRATION

Applications

Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Works:-
(1) Since the Builders' Registration

Act was amended last year how
many applications for registration
under the Provisions of section 10
have been made?

(2) How many of these applications
have been decided upon?

(3) Of the number that have been
dealt with by the board how many
have been successful?

(4) How many applicants pursuant to
section 11 of the Act have re-
quested written notification of the
reasons for refusal by the hoard
to grant registration?

(5) Of the number who have request-
ed reasons for refusal, how many
have been given such advice?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) 308.
(2) 162 applications have been con-

sidered to date. A board meeting
will be held today and a further 84
applications will be dealt with.

(3) 42 out of the 162.
(4) 43.

(5) 37. to date.
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2. ROAD TRAFFIC AUTHORITY
AND POLICE

Housing
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Since the Road Traffic Authority

was established, will he advise
what homes have been made
available for employees of the
authority, the location and the
cost Involved in each purchase?

(2) Will he also advise how many
houses have been Purchased or
erected for use of police cons-
tables for the same Period, the
location and cost involved?

Mr Old (for Mr P. V. JONES) replied:
(1) and (2) The answers are as fol-

laws-
Road Traffic Authority:

Houses Purchased.

Kalgoorlie ....
Husselton
Manjimup
Karubalda ..
Katanning ..
Collie ..
Carnarvon ..
Oeraldton ..
South Hedland

Total ..

House-
Houses

Police Department:

Narrogin ..
Northam ..
Laverton ..
Laverton ..
South Hedland
South Hedland
Manjimup ..
Katanning ..

Total ..

3.

65 000
26 250
21 500
18 000
17 000

21 000
76 000

2 52500

18 $385 100

Police Department:
House-
Houses

Pinjarra ..
Mt. Barker ..
Donnybrook
Williams
Geraldton
Merredin ..
Kalgoorlie ..
Albany ..
Albany ..

Total

$
1 21500
1 15000
1 21000
1 7300

2 fiats 24625
1 15700
1 24525
1 21750

1flat 12800

4.

...10 units $164 200

Houses Built.

Road Traffic Authority:

Karratha ..
Karratha ..

Total ..

House-
Houses

1 38 000
1 38000

2 $76000

House-
Houses $

1 19000
1 26500
1 33000
1 32000D
1 40000
1 40000
1 23000
1 32000

8 $245 500

FARMERS
Brookhampton Area: Financial

Assistance
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Will he advise the amount of

Government financial assistance
made available to farmers affected
by the fire late last year In the
Brookhampton area?

(2) Will he advise the amount of fin-
ance made available to farmers by
banks or through other channels
where the application was sup-
ported by the Government?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Finance to a maximum of 83 000

per applicant was made available
to farmers affected by the Brook-
hampton fire last year provided
the applicant was unable to obtain
his requirements through normal
sources of finance.

(2) Five applications have been re-
ceived and these are currently
under consideration. Applicants
will be advised as soon as possible.

RAILWAYS
Loans and Interest Rates

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

Will he kindly advise of any loans
owing by Westrail, the amounts
involved and the interest rates
which Westrail are required to
meet?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
As at January 1, 1976. the accounts
of the WAGR showed a liability
in respect of the following Inter-
est-bearing loans and advances-

General loan fund-(State Trea-
sury) $1781780 065, rate of
interest 6.5%.

Railway standardisation- (Aus-
tralian Treasury) $49 196 130.
rate of Interest various-4.5%,
8%. 9.5%.
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Midland Railway acquisition-
(R. & I. Bank) a debenture
stock of $383 861, rate of in-
terest 5.5%.

HEALTH SURVEY
Stock Slaughtering on Farms

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:

Further to the Minister's answer
to me on Wednesday, 31st March,
1976, in connection with a Public
Health Department survey con-
ducted in Donnybrook, will the
Minister kindly advise whether the
answer referred to meant that
one investigation was carried out
or was only one farmer involved
In the Investigation?

Mr RIDGE replied:
One investigation was carried out.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Probationary Drivers

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Premier:
Does the State Government in-
tend to Introduce legislation to
allow probationary drivers to
serve only a 12-month limit in-
stead of a three-year trial peid,
In the forthcoming session?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Yes.

RAILWAYS
"Indian Pacific" Service:

Curtailment

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Premier:
Will he make inquiries with the
Prime Minister to ascertain
whether it is intended to curtail
the Indian Pacific train service?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
There are no Plans for a reduction
in the Indian Pacific train service.
flue to the downturn in demand
for interstate rail travel, particu-
ladly during the off season months
of June and July, it will be pos-
sible to eliminate some concepts,
iLe. combined Indian Pacific and
Trans Australia coaches, and ac-
commodate those wishing to tra-
vel on the Indian Pacific.
Trans Australia passengers will
leave, or join, the Indian Pacific
at Port Pinie, as they do now.
In so far as the public is con-
cerned, there will be a daily train
service between Perth and the
Eastern States capitals.

8. KWINANA FREEWAY EXTENSION

Public Inquiry: Approach to
Commonwealth

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Premier:
(1) Has he made an approach to the

Federal Government for a quick
decision on whether a public in-
quiry must be held into proposals
for a southern extension of the
Kwlnana Freeway?

(2) Has he received a reply to his
approach?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1 es.

(2) No. I hope to discuss the matter
further in Canberra tomorrow.

9.

10.

PORTS
North-west: Increased Charges

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Premier:
(1) Has the State Government made

a formal protest to the Common-
wealth about the 150% increase
In Australian Stevedoring Indus-
try charges for the ports of
Broome, Derby, Port Walcott and
Wyndham?

(2) If so. has he received a reply to
his representations?

(3) Will he table his letter of pro-
test, if one exists?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (3) I discussed with the Prime

Minister our serious concern at the
imposts we received-with particu-
lar reference to the Ports men-
tioned-with a view to seeking re-
vision of a system of guaranteed
employment in a particular indus-
try which has national application.
and can impose very severe bur-
dens on regional ports with direct
impact on the costs of local peo-
ple, including normal cost of liv-
ing items.
As a result of the discussion, it was
arranged that a further submis-
sion would be made after consul-
tation between appropriate State
and Commonwealth Ministers,
such as our Ministers for Labour
and Industry, and Transport, and
their Federal counterparts.
This is being done in conjunction
with other reviews of spiralling
State service costs and northern
port operations.

EDUCATION
Pre-primary Centres: Mandurab.
Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Does the Education Department

intend to provide a pre-primary
centre at the Mandurah Primary
School next year?
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(2) In view of the increased difficulty
which will exist after the Dudley
Park school is occupied, for prim-
ary school bus children living
south of Mandurah, will the Min-
ister institute a full Investigation
as soon as possible with a view
to the Provision of a more satis-
factory school bus service for
that area?

(3)

Mr
(1)

(a) Can the Minister advise the
reason for the delay in cc -cupying the Dudley Park pre-
primary centre:

(bj) when will this centre become
operational;

(c) what criteria as regards
boundaries will be applied to
applications for enrolment to
that centre?

GRAYDEN replied:
No.

(2) An investigation of the school bus
services operating south of Man-
durah is currently being under-
taken by the Education Depart-
ment.

(3) (a) The Dudley Park pre-primary
centre is awaiting finishing
touches to the Interior paint-
work. When this is completed,
supplies of furniture and
equipment will be delivered.

(b) Subject to (a) above, the
anticipated commencement is
nOW in the week after Easter.

(c) Preference will be given to
pre-primary age children who
reside within the intake area
of the Dudley Park Primary
School. Should the number of
such children fall short of the
centre's capacity (50), five-
year-old children from the
waiting list of the Mandurah
kindergarten will be offered
places.

BRIDGE
Burstvood Island

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) With reference to question 41 of

Tuesday, 6th April, 1976, regard-
ing the proposed Burswood Island
bridge, can he advise-
(a) dates when correspondence

has been exchanged between
the Government and the
Commonwealth Bureau of
Roads:

(bi) when a decision is likely to
be received from the Com-
monwealth Bureau of Roads?

(2)

(3)

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) (a) There has been no corres-

pondence with the Common-
wealth Bureau of Roads fol-
lowing their questioning of the
Proposal in its report 'Assess-
ment of Freeway Plans State
Capital Cities 1974".

(b) Answered by 1(a).
(2) and (3) The matter has not been

pursued because the Project now
has a lower priority than the
Mitchell Freeway and the pro-
posed extension of the Swinana
Freeway and it Is unlikely that
funds will be available for con-
struction in the immediate future.

12. IRON ORE
Marandoo Project

Mr MAY. to the Minister for Mines:
(1) In connection with the Maraudoo

project are the provisions of the
agreement between the State and
the company being adhered to?

(2) If not, will he indicate the major
provisions of the agreement which
are causing concern to the Gov-
ernment?

(3) Was this particular project dis-
cussed with Japanese companies
during his recent visit to Japan?

(4) Is he in a position to indicate If
firm Iron ore contracts are or will
be negotiated regarding the Mar-
andoo project?

M~r
pliei
(1)

13.

Is any serious attempt being made
to pursue this matter?
If so. In what form and with
what success?

O'Neil (for Mr MENSAROS) re-
d:
and (2) Yes. The managers for the
project are still studying the feas-
ibility and have not reached the
stage of making any formal pro-
posals to the State.

(3) Yes.
(4) No.

MINING
Ethel Creek Station

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Mines:
Will he advise particulars of all
temporary reserves and mining
tenements currently approved or
applied for within the boundaries
of Ethel Creek Station?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr MENSAROS) re-
plied:

No.: Holder; Minerals.
418911; Australian Steel & Mining
Corporation Pty. Ltd.; Iron Ore.
4194H; MIM Holdings Limited,
Consolidated Goldfields Australia
Limited, Cyprus Mines Corpora-
tion. Utah Development Company,
Hancock Prospecting Pty. Ltd.,
Wright Prospecting Pty. Ltd.; Iron
Ore.
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4326H; IvIM. Holdings Limited,
Consolidated Goldfields Australia
Limited, Cyprus Mines Corpora-
tion, Utah Development Company,
Hancock Prospecting Pty. Ltd.,
Wright Prospecting Pty. Ltd.: Iron
ore.
4503H:; Australian Steel & Mining
Corporation Pty. Ltd.; Iron ore.
5003H; DFD Rhodes Pty. Ltd.,
Hancock Prospecting Pty. Ltd.,
Wright Prospecting Pty. Ltd.; Iron
ore.
5006H!; MIM Holdings Limited,
Consolidated Goldfields Australia
Limited, Cyprus Mines Corpora-
tion, Utah Development Company,
Hancock Prospecting Pty. Ltd.;
Wright Prospecting Pty. Ltd.; Iron
ore.
5441H!; Mt. Newman Mining Co.
Pty. Limited; Water.
5600H; Consolidated Ooldfields
4~ustralia Limited, Cyprus Mines
Corporation, Hancock Prospecting
Pty. Ltd., MIM Holdings Limited,
Utah Development Company,
Wright Prospecting Pty. Ltd.;
Iron ore.
56DIH: Consolidated Goldfields
Australia Limited, Cyprus Mines
Corporation, Hancock Prospecting
Pty, Ltd., MIM. Holdings Limited,
Utah Development Company,
Wright Prospecting Pty. Ltd., Iron
ore.
Not yet numbered; *Mt. Newman
Mining Co. Pty. Ltd., *Mt. New-
man Mining Co. Pty. Ltd., 'Mt.
Newman Mining Co. Pty. Ltd.,
*Mt. Newman Mining Co. Pty.
Ltd.; Iron ore.
'Denotes not yet approved.

Quarrying areas--
52/8; Mt. Newman Mining Co.
Pty. Ltd.; River sand and gravel.
52/9; Mt. Newman Mining Co.
Pty. Ltd.; River sand and gravel.
52/10; Mt. Newman Mining Co.
Pty. Ltd.; River sand and gravel.
52/11: Mt. Newman Mining Co.
Pty. Ltd.; River sand and gravel.
52/12; Mt. Newman Mining Co.
Pty. Ltd.; River sand and grave].
52/13; Mt. Newman Mining Co.
Pty. Ltd.:, River sand and gravel.
52/14: Mt. Newman Mining Co.
Pty. Ltd.; River sand and gravel.
Business areas-
52/67: William James Shepherd
and Shirley Ann Shepherd: Not
applicable.
Garden Areas-
52/15: William James Shepherd;
Not applicable.
52/17; William James Shepherd
and Shirley Ann Shepherd; Not
applicable.

14.

15.

16.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Muja Power Station: Transfer

of Units
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Has the report on the State En-

ergy Commission power station
expansion been submitted to the
Cabinet sub-committee?

(2) If so, when can a decision regard-
Ing the transfer of units to the
Muma Powerhouse at Collie be
expected?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr MENSAROS) re-
plied:
(1) and (2) A State Energy Commis-

sion report on Power plant expan-
sion was submitted to the Cabinet-
subcommittee on power plant
developments in October, 1975.
A decision was taken by Cabinet
and announced in November, 1975,
that the commission would pro-
ceed with the conversion of No. 5
and 6 units at Kwinana from oil
to dual firing (coal/oil) and this
was the subject Of a public an-
nouncement at that time.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Bunbury Substation

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

Having regard for the commis-
sioning of the Bunbury harbour
zone subs' ation, is the growth
rate safety margin still being
exceeded at Bunbury?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr MENSAROS) re-
plied:

When Bunbury Harbour substation
is fully developed and Picton sub-
station reinforcement is concluded.
the electrical supply to the Bun-
bury area will be fully secured.
This programme is scheduled for
completion in early 1917.

NATURAL RESOURCES
PROJECTS

Australian Ownership: Policy
Mr~ MAY, to the Premier:
(1) Has he received advice that the

Federal Government has had a
further switch in policy insofar as
Australian ownership in natural
resources projects is concerned?

(2) If so, will he advise the current
minimum Australian ownership
percentage required by the Gov-
ernment where difficulty is experi-
enced in obtaining local capital?

(3) Will he detail the projects cur-
rently in the State Government's
Pipeline which could be favourably
affected by the Federal Govern-
ment's altered Policy?

437
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Sir
(1)

CHARLES COURT replied;,
and (2) There has been no switch
in policy.
The objective of a minimum Aus-
tralian ownership of 50 per cent
has been reiterated. However, we
are well aware that there is little
or no likelihood of this level being
attained in some resource projects,
if they are to proceed within a
reasonable time.

The continuing discussion between
Commonwealth and State Govern-
ments, which I might say was
virtually absent during the three
years to December. 1975, confirms
that the question of minimum
Australian equity need not be an
obstacle to rational development
in the national interest.

(3) Most projects under consideration
have been favourably affected by
the Policies of the new Govern-
ment. It has cleared the way to
renewal of discussions on a better
basis, even though most potential
developers are understandably
very cautious oecause of their
bitter experiences under the Can-
berra administration 1972-l975.

17. PORT OF GERALDTON
Blasting Operations

Mr CARS, to the Minister for Works:
(1) Is he aware of persistent criticism

in Geraldton of the level of
charges used for harbour blasting
work?

(2) What body determines the allow-
able limits for the size of charges
used?

(3) What compensation is available
to residents claiming damage to
their houses as a result of the
blasting operations?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The Australian Standard Code
CA23-1967l S.A.A. Explosives Code
is used in determining the allow-
able limits of vibration due to
blasting. A Sprengnether Seismo-
graph Is operated by the Mines
Department and is used to monitor
the amplitude and frequency of
the blasts.

(3) Compensation Is available to resi-
dents where damage to their
houses has been shown due to
blasting.

18. RAILWAYS
Locomotive at (leraldton:

Maintenance
Mr CARR, to the Minister f or Trans-
port:
(1) Is his department responsible for

the maintenance, in an attractive
state, of the old railway engine
located at Maitland Park, Ger-
aldton?

(2) If "Yes" will he take action to
improve the appearance and con-
dition of the engine?

(3) If "No" to (1) can he advise
whose responsibility the engine Is?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) As far as Westrail Is aware-the

Town of Geraldton.

19. OIL EXPLORATION
Abroihos Islands

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:

When does the Government expect
to make a decision either approv-
Ing or refusing permits for oil
exploration at the Abroihos
Islands?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr MENSAROS) re-
plied:

20.

21.

As soon as the processing of the
applications has been completed.

TOURISM
Abroihos Islands

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Tour-
ismn:
(1) Is he aware of suggestions by the

President of the Geraldton Tour-
ist Bureau that one of the Abrol-
hos Islands should be opened UP
to tourism?

(2) Will he advise of the Government's
attitude to this suggestion?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Government has not received

a firm proposal for tourist dev-
elopment.

GOVERNMENT PREMISES
No. 11 Ventnor Avenue: Use

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Does the Government have access

to premises at 11 Ventnor Avenue,
West Perth?

(2) If so-
(a) what is the area of the pre-

mises;
(b) what rent is paid;
(c) what are terms of rent/lease;
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(d) for what purposes are the
premises required;

(e) how many employees
physically working at
premises;

are
the

(f) when were the premises initi-
ally rented or leased:

(g) who has used the premises
since then?

(3) If the premises are
have been vacant
rented/leased what
the reason?

vacant and
since being
has been/is

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) 1 066 square metres.

(b) $4 560.32 per calendar month.
(c) Three years plus three years

option from the 1st Septem-
ber, 1975.

(d) Mental Deficiencies Division.
Mental Health Services.

(e) Nil.
(f) The 1st September. 1975.
(g) No-one.

(3) The Mental Health Services ori-
ginally assessed that 1 066 square
metres would meet the require-
ments of the Mental Deficiencies
Division. However, when detailed
subdivisional plans were pre-
pared by the Public Works De-
partment, It was not possible to
provide the accommodation re-
quested. This necessitated nego-
tiations being opened with the
building owners to determine if
additional space could be rented.
These negotiations Proved unsuc-
cessful. A further partitioning
layout was then Prepared. Tenders
were called. However, the project
failed to interest contractors and
no offers to carry out the work
were received. Tenders were then
recalled. A contract has now
been let and the contractor Is on
site and completion of the parti-
tioning Is expected in early May.

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Swan River: Excavation in
West Swan

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) Would he investigate the licence

that was issued to S. J7. Roscic for
the purpose of removing garden
loam from lots 39 and 40, Swan
Location, Forest Road, West Swan,
with a view to ascertaining as to
whether or not all the require-
ments of the Swan Shire have
been met by Roseic?

(2) As the excavation of the soil has
breached the bank of the Swan
River, what action does he intend
to take to ensure that the exca-
vator of this loam makes good the
damage and thus ensure that no
further erosion of the Swan River
bank will take place?

Mr
(1)
(2)

23.

Old (for Mr P. V. JONES) replied:
Yes.
This cannot be answered until the
investigation Is undertaken and I
will advise the member in due
course.

LAND
Maylands Aerodrome

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Lands:

Insofar as it concerns the area of
land commonly referred to as the
Maylands aerodrome, would he
advise-
(1) Who owns the land referred

to and what is its total area?
(2) Are any Portions of the area

allocated to any person, per-
sons or authority, and if so,
what are their names?

(3) Under what terms are Persons
allocated land In this area?

(4) How much of the area Is avail-
able to be allocated to an
acceptable authority if an
approach was made to him for
such an allocation?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) The entire area has been

allocated for use as follows:-
Reserve No. 28185 (Swan Loca-

tions 7880, 7881 and 9148)
"Police Purposes". Area 13.759 1
hectares.

Reserve No. 33967 (Swan Loca-
tion 8885) "Government Re-
quirements" (Freeway). Area
11.722 5 hectares.

Reserve No. 33932 "Drain". Area
about 479 square metres.

Class "A" Reserve No. 33966 (Swan
Locations 8886 and 9437)
"Public Recreation", vested in
the City of Stirling in trust for
the purpose. Area 57.640 7
hectares.

(3) Persons have not been allocated
land.

(4) None.

24. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Steel Foundry: Moulding Loam

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(1) Has he received any complaints

from the Chamber of Manufac-
tures indicating a collapse of the



440 [ASSEMBLY]

Australian steel foundry industry
because of their Inability to secure
moulding loam?

(2) Has any foundry contacted him
seeking his departmental officers'
assistance in finding suitable loam
deposits over the period from Sep-
tember last year to the present
time?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr MENSAROS)
replied:

(1) NO.
(2) Yes. A series of meetings were

held between interested parties
with a view to locating an alter-
native source of supply of foundry
sand. It is understood that an-
other deposit has been discovered
holding Prospects of being suit-
able for the foundry industry.
Tests have been conducted and
results are encouraging.

RAILWAYS
Midland Workshopjs: Moulding

Loam
Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Transport:

In view of the statements made
by the deputation to the Swan
Shire Council on the issue of the
removal of foundry loam from the
Swan River valley:
(1) From what locality is the Mid-

(2)

land WAGR workshops ob-
taining their moulding loam?
Is it of a satisfactory quality?

(3) Have any workers been stood
down at the Midland work-
shops moulding section be-
cause of any shortage of loam?

(4) Are the workshops taking
steps with a view to finding a
synthetic alternative to the
loam; if not, why not?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Herne 11111.
(2) Yes.
(3) No.
(4) No, because of the extensive

nature of the Herne Hill
deposit, justification does not
exist for the investigation of
an alternative material.

SPEED BOATS
Swan River: Checks

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Who is responsible for policing

the restrictions on speed of plea-
sure craft on the upper reaches of
the Swan River?

(2) What are the speed limits imposed
and in what areas?

27.

(3) How many inspectors are em-
ployed by the authority respon-
sible in checking the speed of
pleasure craft using the river?

(4) Were there inspectors available
for checking pleasure craft using
the river to travel to the recently
held wine festival at Lilac Park,
Cavershamn?

(5) If not, why not?
(6) How many prosecutions have been

taken against people breaking the
by-laws applicable to the river by
pleasure craft?

Mr O'NEfL, replied:
(1) Harbour and Light Department

administering Navigable Waters
Regulations.

(2) Maxi.mum speed limit of 8 knots
is imposed on the Swan River
upstream of Punt Road. Rivervale.

(3) There are 10 inspectors employed
to cover the State. A maximum
of 4 can be detailed to the upper
reaches of the Swan River at any
one time.

(4) Two departmental patrol vessels
attended the wine festival for the
complete period, including over-
night stay.

(5) Answered by (4) above.
(6) Between the 30th June, 1975 and

31st March 1976, 136 charges have
been laid against people breaking
regulations on the Swan River.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Price Indexes

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:
(I.) Further to the index of retail

prices of food in certain localities
as tabled on 8th May, 1975, does
his department have access to any
similar index concerning costs
other than retail food prices, e.g.,
building costs?

(2) If "Yes" will he please provide
them?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) A range of Australian Bureau of

Statistics price index publications
are available from the Parlia-
mentary library.

(2) The latest copy of each of the
following price indexes is sub-
mitted for tabling:
Ref. 9.6-Price index of materials

used in building other than
house building-February 1976.

Ref. 9.9-Price index of materials
used in house building-Febru-
ary 1976.

25.

26.
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Ref. 9.13-Price Index of materials
used In manufacturing industry
--January 1076.

The papers were tabled (see paper No.
170).

RURAL AFFAIRS
Inquiry

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:

With regard to my motion in the
last session of Parliament calling
for a Royal Commission into
country living conditions, and to
the rural affairs inquiry which
arose from an amendment
thereto-
(1) Who are the personnel of the

inquiry?
(2) How often have they met and

on what dates?
(3) How many submissions have

been received?
(4) Has the inquiry interviewed

any of the persoiis or groups
which forwarded submissions?

(5) If "Yes" who and when?
(8) Does the inquiry propose to

interview any more of the
persons or groups which have
forwarded submissions?

(7) If "Yes" who and when?
(8) Have any country centres

been visited by the inquiry?
(9) If "Yes" which centres and

when?
(10) Does the inquiry propose

any future visits to country
centres?

(11) If "Yes" which centres and
when?

(12) Is the inquiry in a position to
issue an interim report?

(13) If not, when does it expect to
be able to?

(14) When is it expected that the
Inquiry will be completed and
a final report available?

Mr
(1)

ORAYDEN replied:
to (14) The executive officer and
research officers of the Bureau of
Consumer Affairs constituting the
Inquiry, are meeting daily to
discuss and investigate the sub-
missions received on the Rural
Aff airs Inquiry.
Preliminary Information on the
inquiry, summarising the submis-
sions and from where they came.
has been forwarded to me. Ap-
proximately 140 submissions have
been received.

Bureau officers have already vi-
sited the Laverton and Meeka-
tharra areas from 22nd March to
26th March, Public meetings were
held in each centre and inter-
ested persons Interviewed,
The next visit will take in a
number of centres In the Roe and
Stirling electoral divisions. Public
meetings will again be held and
interviews conducted. The trip is
planned for the end of April.
Further country centres will be
visited as requested.
It will not be Possible to determine
the expected date of completion of
the Inquiry until the number of
country trips required Is finalised.

29. EDUCATION ACT
Section 20 (4): Action against

Parents
Mr BR.YCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) is It correct to asswrme tljere is no

recorded Instance where a Min-
ister has taken action against a
parent, as provided for under sec-
tion 20 (4) of the Education Act?

(2) If answer to (1) Is "No" will the
Minister provide details?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
As explained In my previous reply
the Education Department has re-
ceived the maximum co-operation
from parents and whenever as-
sistance In any form has been
required this has been given on an
individual basis with the welfare
of the child as the sole considera-
tion. The maintenance of stati-
stical information is not essential
for the development of such co-
operation.
The department has taken action
of many different kinds in respect
of handicapped children but in
an endeavour to Provide the in-
formation which is now requested
it would mean that a review of the
many cases which have been re-
ferred to the department over a
period of years would be neces-
sary. The Government's Imme-
diate concern is to use Its quali-
fied staff in effective work with
those children who are now being
referred for attention rather than
to conduct a time consuming
investigation of the past which
would have little value in the pre-
sent situation,
The Government is convinced that
the services and assistance it is
providing for handicapped chil-
dren are in the best interest of
those in need.

4161
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30. EDUCATION
Tertiary Preparatory Course

Mr BRYCE. to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) When does the Government Intend

to provide senior high school stu-
dents with a special tertiary pre-
paratory course, as promised by
the Premier before the 1974 State
election?

(2) When will the Liberal election
promise to extend secondary edu-
cation from 5 to 6 years on a
voluntary basis, be introduced?

33.

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) The proposal to extend

secondary education from five
years to six has been deferred
because of a decision to give
nigher priority to other objectives.

31. HIGH SCHOOLS
Enrolment: Limitation

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

When does he intend to Imple-
ment the Premier's election pro-
mise to limit student numbers to
1 000 for high schools covering
years 1-4?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Owing to the major increase in
the costs of providing new build-
ings, highest priority must at the
present time be given to the pro-
vision of accommodation in cir-
cumstances where none is avail-
able at present.

32. LAND RESUMPTIONS
Belmont: Beechboro-GosneZls

Highway
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning;

When is it anticipated that the
Government will require families
to shift, whose homes are involved
in land needed for the construc-
tion of the Becchboro-Gosnells
Highway. in Belmont, between
Great Eastern Highway and
Hardey Road?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
As far as I am aware there are no
plans to begin construction of the
Beechboro-Gosnells Highway be-
tween Great Eastern Highway and
HardeY Road, Belmont. within
the foreseeable future.

EDUCATION
Isolated Children: Meeting

with Teachers
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

Adverting to the Minister's
answer to question 2 of 31st
March, 1976, concerning Isolated
children-
(a) when was the anniual camp

for isolated children (run at
Government expense) first in-
stituted;

(b) how many eligible children
are involved:

(e) when was the itinerant teach-
ers scheme Previously discon-
tinued:

(d) when was the itinerant teach-
ers scheme recently reintro-
duced;

(e) when was the decision made
to construct the Chidley resi-
dential centre;

(f) in respect of part (d) of the
Minister's answer to the
abovementioned question on
31st March, 1976-
(i) what facilities have been

provided to allow parents.
teachers and children to
work together;

(I1) when were these facilities
first provided?

(g) In respect of the occasional
courses arranged in rural cen-
tres where parents and super-
visors are brought together
with teachers to discuss
'problems' how many such
courses were conducted in
1971, 1972, 1973, 1974 and
1975?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(a) Camps providing for children

from isolated areas have been
run for many years. The word
"Isolated" as used in my pre-
vious answer, is defined as
being those students receiving
tuition through the W.A. Cor-
respondence School. The first
camp school was provided at
Derby in 1971 and further
camps have been provided in
the metropolitan area since
1972.

(b) The enrolment of primary
pupils at the W.A. Corres-
pondenice School is in the
region of 340 but this figure
is quite variable.

1c) 1957.
(d) 1976.
te) 1914.
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(f) (1) and (ii) General purpose
furniture and access to teach-

P ers have been available to
parents since the establish-
ment of schools of the air.

I (g) Formal courses of instruc-
tion for teaching mothers and
governesses were held in 1975.
Less formal contacts have
existed in the past, as for
example, when teaching pa-
rents were invited to teacher
development courses.

3. SCHOOL CANTEENS
Food: Public Health Department

Investigations
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:
(1) Have the child health or Public

Health Departments conducted In-
vestigations into the quality of
food being supplied in Western
Australian school canteens?

(2) If so, will the Minister table the
findings and/or recommendations
arising from such investigations?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Tabled herewith.
The Papers were tabled (see paper
No. 171).

35. CREATIVE LEISURE CENTRES
Establishment

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
Adverting to his answer to ques-
tion 10 of 1st April, 1976, where
have the seven creative leisure
centres been established In West-
ern Australia?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Creative leisure or recreation cen-
tres for which State funds have
been made available, have been
completed at Wonigan Hills and
Fremantle, and are in a stage of
development at Ewinana, Tha-
nella, Cockburn, Esperance and
Willagee.

36. RECREATION
National Sporting Bodies:

Financial Assistance
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Recreation:

Arising from the Minister's answer
to question 5 of 1st April, 1976-
(1) Does the State Government

recognise the need for and
therefore support moves to
have the Fraser Government
re-introduce financial assist-
ance to national sporting
bodies?

3,7.

38.

(2) In the light of the fact that
a submission has been pre-
pared by the Associated Sport-
ing Committee and the com-
munity Recreation Council-
urging the reinstatement of
Federal Government assist-
ance to overcome the disad-
vantage of distance suffered
by Western Australian State
teams in travel to national
championships-will the Min-
ister state when the submis-
sion is to be presented and to
whom It is to be presented?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Premier has written to the

Prime Minister requesting special
consideration for Western Aus-
tralian sports teams travelling to
national championships.

EDUCATION
Physical and Mental Defectives:

Notification of Whereabouts
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

Adverting to the Minister's answers
to questions 22 and 23 of 30th
March, 1976, is there any recorded
instance/instances where parents
of deaf, mute, blind, cerebrally
palsied or mentally defective chil-
dren, have notified the Minister,
in writing, of the name and
whereabouts of their child-
(a) within the time prescribed in

section 20 of the Education
Act;

(b) at any time?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The answer given to question 29
of 8th April is appropriate and
relevant to this question.

EDUCATION
Physical and Mental Def ectives:

Institutions
Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

Adverting to the Minister's answer
to question 21 of 30th March, 1976,
Is there any recorded instance/
instances where a Minister for
Education has directed a parent
of a blind, deaf, mute, cerebrally
Palsied or mentally defective child,
to send such a child to a sp~cffled
institution?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The answer given to question 29
of 8th April is appropriate and
relevant to this question.
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39. EDUCATION ACT
Section 20: Repeal

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:.

Following the report of the council
for special education is It the in-
tention of the Government to in-
troduce legislation to repeal sec-
tion 20 of the Education Act?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Consideration is being given to
this section of the Act.

40. EDUCATION
Physical and Mental Defectives:

Approaches to Minister
Mr BRYCE. to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Adverting to the Minister's answer

to question 19 of 30th March,
1978, is there any recorded inst-
ance where parents having the
actual custody of a blind, deaf,
mute, cerebrally palsied or men-
tally defective child, have given
notice in writing to the Minister
of their inability to provide an
efficient and suitable education for
their child?

(2) If so, will the Minister provide
details in respect of the number
of instances?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The answer to question 29 of 8th
April is appropriate and relevant
to this question.

41. BENTLEY HOSPITAL
Extensions

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1.) what extensions are planned for

the immediate future for the
Bentley Hospital?

(2) What is the future planning for
extensions of this hospital and
what is the ultimate size envis-
aged for this facility?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) (a) Diagnostic services including

X-ray and Pathology faci-
lities.

(b) A Permanent care unit of 98
beds.

(2) No further planning envisaged.
Ultimate size to accommodate ex-
isting 70 beds plus planned 96
permanent care beds.

42. MILK
Bottles: Cost and Life

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What Is the cost of a 800 mlli-

litre bottle?

(2) What Is the number of times a
milk bottle is used in-
(a) New Zealand;
(b) New South Wales;
(c) Western Australia?

(3) What is the estimated cost of milk
bottles to the industry each year?

Mr OLD replied:
(1)
(2)

9.849 cents at March 1, 1976.
(a) The current position Is not

known. The Information is
being sought.

(b) 40.

(c) 31.
(3) The annual cost of 600 mIllilitre

bottles is estimated at $385 000.

48. STATE FORESTS

Working Plans
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:

On what dates were general work-
Ing plans for hardwood forests
approved by Executive Council as
required under the Forests Act?

Mr RIDGE replied:
31st August, 1927.
28th March. 1929.
9th March. 1939.
14th March, 1945.
10th August, 1945.
9th February, 1958.
9th February. 1972.
In my answer to question 38 of
the 8th Apr11, 1978, 1 advised the
member that 58 working plans
had been Produced by the depart-
ment. However, only seven of
these have been general working
plans. The remainder have been
for specific forest areas or work-
ing Plans -for pine plantations.

44. EDUCATION

Tertlartj Admission Examination:
Fee

Mr BRYCE, to the minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Will the Minister confirm that It

is intended to charge a fee of $40
for students who enter for the ter-
tiary admissions examination this
year?

(2) Is it intended that this fee will
rise to $90 for 1977?

Mr GRAYDEN replied-
(1) and (2) No.

444



[Thursday, 8 April. 1971]44

45. ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL
Rehabilitation Beds

Mr DAVIES. to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) How many beds are there at-

Royal Perth Hospital;
Royal Perth Rehabilitation Hos-

pital:
Royal Perth Mt. Lawley annexe?

(2) To what does the limited growth
of '700 beds at Royal Perth Hos-
pital, as announced in the Press
release of 10th March, 1976.
refer?

(3) How many 'rehabilitation beds'
axe there within the Government
hospital system and where are
they located?

(4) Does the Llewellyn-Davies Kinbill
report make any proposals regard-
ig rehabilitation beds or hos-

pitals?
(5) If so, what are the Proposals?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Royal Perth Hospltal-686;

Royal Perth (Rehabilitation)
Hospital-253:
Royal Perth Mt. Lawley annexe-
115.

(2) It refers to the 700 acute beds in
the main hospital block in Well-
ington Street.

(3) There are 375 rehabilitation beds
available located as follows:-

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital-
57?;
Mt. Henry Hospital-5O:
Royal Perth (Rehabilitation)
Hospital-218*;
Fremantle Hospital-44.

*This takes into account "infec-
tious" beds and beds used by
orthopaedtc patients prior to
rehabilitation.

(4) No.
(5) Answered by (4).

46. HOSPITALS
Llewellyn-Davies Kinhill Report

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Was the report submitted by

Llewellyn-Davies Kinhill Pty. Ltd.
referred to the THAC for an
opinion?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) No.
(2) It was not considered an appro-

priate matter to be referred to
the THAC.

47. SCHOOL OF MINES

Commonwealth Funds for
improvements

Mr
(1)

MAY, to the Premier:
Is he aware that the Federal Gov-
ernment Proposes to Provide more
than $1 million to improve the
facilities at the Western Australian
School of Mines In Kalgoorlie?

(2) fn view of the apprehension cur-
rent in Kalgoorlie that Plans are
In train to transfer the School of
Mines from Kalgoorlie to Perth,
would he allay these apprehen-
sions in the light of the Federal
Government's proposal?

Sir
(1)

CHARLES COURT replied:
Yes, It is true that the Common-
wealth-States Grants (Advanced
Education) Act. 1975, lists several
projects at the Western Austra-
lian School of Mines in Kalgoorlie.
Although a total value exceeding
$1 million has been mentioned, I
understand the actual figure is
nearer $875 000. However, in the
second reading speech in the
House of Representatives. Mr
Viner, representing the Minister
for Education, said ". . . in the
intervening period since the 1978
programme was approved by the
previous Government, a commit-
tee on Post Secondary Education
in Western Australia. headed by
Professor P. H. Partridge. has
made a report to the State Gov-
ernment recommending that the
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie
should not continue at the tertiary
level and that, consequently, the
Kalgoorlie capital projects listed
in Schedule 2 to this Bill, under
the heading of Western Australian
Institute of Technology, ought not
to proceed. We will therefore re-
view the future of the projects fol-
lowing consideration by the State
Government of the report of this
committee".

(2) The State Government has made
no decision on that part of the
Partridge committee report con-
cerning the future of the Western
Australian School of Mines.
I have previously announced that
the Government has made only
one decision concerning the report,
namely a decision to establish the
Post Secondary Education Com-
mission, and legislation for this
will be introduced in this session
of Parliament.
The new commission will be asked
to examine, as a matter of
urgency, the Partridge Committee
recommendations on the future of
the Western Australian School of
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48.

Mines and the establishment of a
community college, and to advise
the Government of the action
which should be taken.
I emphasise, however, that it will
be advice only, and not a decision
from the commission, because the
Government will want to ensure
any final decision in respect of the
School of Mines is in keeping with
its basic policy of achieving the
maximum degree of effective ter-
tiary education in appropriate
regional centres.

HEALTH
Local Authorities: Food

Sam ples
Mir A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister f or Health:
(1) Will he table the report to the

local health authority's analytical
committee which indicates the
degree to which local authorities
are taking samples of food for
testing? (Report presented early
In 1975.)

(2) What steps are taken by the de-
partment to see to it that samples
taken are truly representative of
the various local government
authorities or is this purely a mat-
ter for local autonomy?

Mir RIDGE replied:
(1) The report was tabled on Wednes-

day, 7th April, 1976.
(2) Food sampling is essentially a

local authority responsibility.
However, where it is shown that
the number of samples taken is
less than the number of units al-
located, a follow up request for
action is made.

49. MENTAL HEALTH
Tresillian Hostel: Sale Price

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware that an application

by the Nedlands City Council for
Australian Government funds to
facilitate the Purchase of Tresil-
lian hostel has been rejected?

(2) Considering the fact that the Gov-
ernment has already, on one oc-
casion, reduced the purchase price
of the hostel to facilitate Its pur-
chase by the council, will the
Government alter Its position now
that the rejection of the applica-
tion for aid will mean a greater
drain on ratepayers' funds?

(3) Has the Government received any
approach from the council in
which the Australian Govern-
ment's decision to reject the ap-
plication for aid has been raised?

50.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Nedlands City Council advises
that it has not made an approach.
to the Commonwealth Government
for funds to purchase Tresillian.
It the honourable member has in-
formation to the contrary, I would
like access to it if possible.

Mr Davies: Why?
Sir CHARLES COURT: To further
answer the honourable member's
question.

LAMES
Lamb Marketing Board
Throughput, and Export

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many lambs has the W.A.

Lamb Marketing Board handled in
each of the years since it com-
menced operation?

(2) What has been the average price
per lamb paid to producers In each
of these years?

(3) What has been the cost of operat-
Ing the Lamb Marketing Board
In cents per kilogrammne of meat
handled in each year of opera-
tion?

(4) What number of lambs is it ex-
pected will be produced in Western
Australia in 1976?

(5) What prospects of exporting
Western Australian lambs are
there apparent at this time, in-
cluding quantities Involved to each
Prospective market?

Mr OLD) replied:
(1)

Dlec. 1072-Thai 1073
487 504

(2)

1073-74 1074-75
1 158 480 1 310 258

Average price per lamb paid to producers, Including skim,
Dec. 1972-Juno 1073 1073-74 1074-75

$7.73 310.00 $7.82

(3)
Cost or operating-eents per 1g

Dc, 1972-
Jun1973

Operating Cost .. I .90c
Interest 0-02o
Representaties' fees 1-8iC

3-730

Less oboads rccoy-lered skin valulngf

1973 -74

1-87.
.15c

1-37c

3- 39c

3-73c -28o 432

(4) Number of lambs expected to be
produced in W.A. 1975-76-

1.65 million.
(5) The Prospects of exporting WA

lambs at this stage are particu-
larly good with several potential
outlets, the major markets being
Middle East countries, not only
for this next season, but also for
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several years in advance de-
pendent upon world economic
stability, including acceptable
prices to the board.
It is not board Policy to divulge
Individual market prospects until
finalised.

ABATTOIRS
Slaughtering Charges: Increase

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) By what percentage have abattoir

slaughtering fees been increased
since 31st March, 1974?

(2) By what Percentage have meat
Inspection fees been increased
since 31st March, 1974?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Fees of Government abattoirs

have Increased by the following
Percentages since 31st March
1974-
Type of Stock

Cattle and calves
Sheep
Lambs
Goats
Pigs

53.

Local Excport

45.5 38.,9
88.5 71.6
91.8 71.8
88.5 '71.8
44.4 37.3

(2) The fees charged by the Public
Health Department at metropoli-
tan abattoirs at 31st March, 1974.
were on a per kilogram basis -
compared with a Per head basis
up to 27th February, 1974, and
subsequently from 6th May. 1974
to the present time. It Is not pos-
sible therefore to provide an ac-
curate comparison of percentage
increases on the basis sought.
However, the percentage increases
in fees since 6th May, 1974, are
as follows-
Type of Stock%
Cattle 115.5
Calves 270.4
Sheep 40.'7
Lambs 40.7
Pigs 134.4

52. UNEMPLOYMENT
Number, 1974 to 1976

Mr BRYCE, to the Treasurer:
(1) What percentage of the Western

Australian workforce was unem-
ployed as at--
(a) 31st March, 1974;
(b) 31st March, 1975:
(c) 31st March, 1976?

(2) In respect of the dates mentioned
above, how many people were un-
employed in each case?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) (a) 1.62 per cent against an
Australia-wide figure of 1.41

(b) 4.48 Per cent against an
Australia-wide figure of 4.54

(c) Latest figure available is
for February, 1976-
4.38% against an Austra-
lia-wide figure of .... 5.00

(2) Total unemployed - Original
data--
March, 1974: 7527 against
an Australia-wide figure of 82 562
March. 1975: 20933
against an Australia-wide
figure of .... .... .... 270784
March, 1976: Latest figure
available is February,
1976-22 752 against an
Australia-wide figure of .. '403 739

INFLATION
Average Rate

Mr BRYCE, to the Treasurer:
What was the average rate of in-
flation dn Western Australia for
the periods-
(a) 3st March,

March. 1975;
(b) 31st March,

March, 1976?

1974 to 31st

1975 to 31st

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Figures relating to the Perth Coti-
sumer Price Index for the March
quarter 1976 have not yet been
released.
I will arrange for the requested
information to be supplied to the
member as soon as this becomes
available.

QUESTIONS (12): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. NATURAL RESOURCES PROJECTS

Australian Ownership: Policy
Mr MAY, to the Premier:

My question without notice fol-
lows the answer given to part (3)
of question 16 on today's notice
paper, in which I requested infor-
mation as to whether the Premier
would detail the projects cur-
rently in the State Government's
pipeline. An answer was not given
to part (3) of my question and I
was wondering whether the
Premier, at some time later, would
provide the answer and detail the
projects I requested?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
In answering the question, I felt
I had adequately covered part (3)
when I said that most projects
under consideration have been
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favourably affected by the policies
of the new Government. Part (3)
of the question asked me to detail
the projects currently in the State
Government's pipeline which
would be favourably affected by
the Federal Government's altered
policy. I thought I replied in an
effective way.

Mr May: What projects are there?
Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honour-

able member wants a list of the
projects we can provide that.
However, I answered the question
asked by the honourable member.

POLICE
Approved Strength: Increase

Mr NANOVICH, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Has the approved strength of the

Police Force Increased since the
14th July, 1970?

(2) If the answer to (1) Is "Yes". by
how much?

Mt
(1)

O'CONNOR replied:
and (2) The approved strength of
the Western Australian Police
Force has increased, since the
14th July. 1970, from 1 460 to
2 285. That represents an increase
of 56.5 per cent.

4.

3. EDUCATION
Tertiary Admissions Examination: Cost

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) How many students in Western

Australia sat for the tertiary
admissions examination in 1975?

(2) What was the estimated total
cost of conducting the tertiary
admissions examination in 1975?

(3" By whom was the cost of the
examination met in 1975?

(4) Is it a fact that secondary
schools have been circularised
with a request to act as collecting
agencies for a proposed new fee
to be charged for entrance to the
tertiary admissions examination?

(5) Will the Minister assure the
House that the Government will
not approve the introduction of a
fee for this purpose?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I thank the member for Ascot for
some notice of his question, the
answer to which is as follows-
(1) A total of 11468 enrolled for

the tertiary admissions
examination in 1975. The
total number of subject
entries was 61 969.

(2) The estimated net cost of
conducting the tertiary admis-
sions examination in 1975 was
$395 087.

(3) The State Government has
met the cost of conducting
the tertiary admissions ex-
amination since 1970.

(4) The Government, during Its
previous term of office, under-
took the financing of public
examinations and so abolished
examination fees. Any
reversal of this policy must
be a Government decision and
no such proposition has been
submitted to Cabinet.
Unofficial inquiries In regard
to a change in financing
examinations have resulted
in an unfounded personal
opinion being expressed and
this is regretted.

(5) The matter has not been
raised at Government level.

HEALTH
Poisons Information Centre

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Is it a fact that there is only one

poisons information centre in the
State?

(2) Where is it, and how does one get
In touch with the department?

(3) For what hours is the department
staffed, by how many people and
with what qualifications?

(4) Is the Minister aware that on
many occasions members of the
public have had extreme difficulty
in contacting the department?

(5) In view of the often serious and
immediate need of persons con-
tacting the centre will the Min-
ister agree to review the situation
with a view to making an immedi-
ate and qualified service available
24 hours a day?

Mr RIDGE replied:
The Minister for Health thanks
the member for notice of the
question, and has provided the
following answer-
(1) Yes.
(2) Princess Margaret Hospital-

telephone No. 81 0222-or by
presenting at the hospital.

(3) 24 hours daily.
From 8.15 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
persons staffing this centre
are specially trained for this
purpose and have access to
comprehensive poisons in-
formation, the staff of the
hospital and other experts.
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Outside those hours, telephone
inquiries are transferred to
the casualty department
manned by staff including the
sister-in-charge and the
medical registrar on duty.

(4) No.
(5) Answered by (3).

5. STOREMEN AND PACKERS
UNION

Strike: Effect on Wool industry
Mr ORE WAR, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the

serious effect on the Australian
wool industry of the storernen and
Packers strike?

(2) Does he realise that wool produc-
tion is a marginally profitable
enterprise and that the burden of
strikes will have serious conse-
quences to producers' viability?

(3) Does he realise that many wool-
growers with wool in store await-
ing sale or shipment are ex-
periencing serious liquidity prob-
lems and are urgently in need of
wool payments?

(4) Does he realise that stocks of wool
in importing countries are re-
duced to low levels and that
traditional wool processors will be
seeking alternative synthetic
fibres to the detriment of wool
uses now and in the future?

(5) Does he realise that any inter-
ruption of the free flow of wool
will jeopardise the future of
the Industry generally-not only
growers but brokers, storemen and
packers, and others in the wool
distribution pipeline?

(6) Could he detail actions being
taken to settle differences between
disputing parties?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) to (5) Yes, I am very much aware

of the grave and dangerous conse-
quences that have and will con-
tinue to be caused by this Irres-
ponsible dispute.
This is a further classic example
of how an Irresponsible minority
group can Indulge in the use of
Industrial muscle and standover
tactics to achieve its own selfish
ends.
Not only is the union breaching
an agreement that was decided by
consent between the Parties in re-
gard to the weight of bales--It
has Ignored a recommendation by
the Australian Council of Trade
Unions to observe the agreement

and It has also Ignored a recom-
mendation of the Commonwealth
Conciliation and Arbitration Com-
mission.
In addition It has claimed for In-
creased wages which would breach
the wage Indexation guidelines.
The dispute must have a savage
effect on Australia's export trade
and the woolgrowing industry and
could well result in overseas buy-
ers turning to alternatives, such
as synthetic fibres.
Close on $100 million is being held
up In Western Australia because
of workers' refusal to handle the
wool.

(6) The beginning of this dispute oc-
curred In February and as the
industry is covered by a Federal
award the matter has been ex-
amined by a Commonwealth Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Commis-
sioner. He referred the matter to
the Full Bench of the commission
on the 17th March, 1976.
On the 30th March. 1970, the Full
Bench beaded by Mr Justice
Moore adjourned into a confer-
ence between the parties to be
chaired by Mr Justice Moore. No
result was achieved at this con-
ference.
Mr Justice Moore later heard an
application by the employers to
have a standdown clause inserted
in the award. He ranted this and
then Issued a statement to the
effect that he would bring the
wage Indexation bearing forward
to the 12th April in order to
assist In resolving difficulties sur-
rounding industrial disputes such
as the wool dispute.
I further understand that Mr
Justice Moore has called a con-
ference of the Storernen and
Packers Union and the Austra-
Than Wool Selling Brokers Federa-
tion for next Monday, the 12th
April, 1978.

6. "KALGOORLIE MINER"
ransfler of Operations to Perth

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

Referring to the announcement In
today's Press concerning the
transfer to Perth of the Kalgoorlie
Miner newspaper operations, in-
cluding Job printing of that news-
paper, will he please arrange for
an officer of his department to
liase with the Town of Kalgoorlie
for the purpose of having dis-
cussions with representatives of
WA Newspapers Ltd., and seek-
Ig to avert this contemplated

step, which in my opinion Would
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be bad at any time, but which in
the present depressed state of the
goldfields economy, which all hope
will be transitory, would be a
catastrophic step?

Sir Charles Court (for Mr MENSAROS)
replied:

When I first heard some rumours
that this was likely to happen, and
knowing the tradition of the Kal-
goorlie Miner and the great affec-
tion certain people had for it--
including some of those very
closely related to the board who,
as the honourable member will
know, are residents of Kalgoorlie
-I immediately made contact at
both Kalgoorlie and Perth levels
to substantiate whether it would
happen or whether it was just a
rumnour.
I was told in considerable detail
the circumstances surrounding
the possibility which has now
eventuated. It was not Just a
simple matter of the economics of
producing a newspaper and the
printing of it. It concerns the
question of the complex trades
and the fact that despite extensive
advertising programmes certain
tradesmen have not been avail-
able. That is largely the key to
the whole problem.
If the honourable member has a
talk at the Kalgoorlie end to
people who are well known to him
-and who he knows would have
a great personal desire, because
of their affiliations with the gold-
fields, to see this retained-he
would get a very factual and com-
prehensive answer, as I did, in
relation to the surrounding cir-
cumstances which have brought
about this decision. I will be
pleased to suggest that the people
at the Perth end talk to him, al-
though he would be quite com-
petent to make his own contact
with people like the managing
director, so that he could hear the
reasons for himself.
Naturally, the Department of In-
dustrial Development and I were
anxious to do something, if we
could, to prevent this change
taking place, because we believe
that provincial newspapers should
not only be retained but should
also prosper. We have offered our
good offices to see If we can assist
in any way but at the moment
there is no suggestion that we will
be able to come up with any pro-
position that overcomes the main
and overriding consideration.
I would like to think the honour-
able member will seek to have
himself personally Informed in
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Kalgoorlie and/or In Perth, so
that he will appreciate the prac-
tical Problems confronting the
Proprietors. However, this will
not stop us making available any
officer, or the Minister himself
for that matter, if we feel anything
can be done to avert even a part
of what Is proposed, if not the
whole.

"NEW PRESS" PUBLICATION
Inquiry into Article

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Has he seen an issue of New press,

volume 2, No. 4?
(2) Was the article on page 27 of

that issue of New Press, headed
"My Day-a Diary of the Premier's
Wife", an article to which he
took exception?

(3) Was this exception the reason
for his adopting what can only be
called "bully-boy tactics" with the
President of the Australian
Journalists' Association?

(4) Will he continue to trumpet about
freedom of the Press while he
practises Intimidation?

(5) Will he answer any other part of
this question?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (5) I could ask Mr Speaker to

rule this question out of order,
but I will not. I am surprised at
the honourable member persisting
with this type of question. If he
condones what is in that publi-
cation, I will be amazed.

Mr B. T. Burke: it is not a matter of
condoning what Is in the article:
it Is a matter of trying to suppress
someone's right to express his
opinions.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honour-
able member has made It clear he
is interested only in trying to
make public a very objectionable
article, and he is using this place
as the vehicle.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: He has indeed
confirmed my worst fears, and I
am sorry because I felt the hon-
ourable member would have had
better taste and better regard for
decency than he is now showing.
So far as the inference about the
AJA is concerned, I reject it com-
pletely and I suggest he talk to
the President of the AJA.

Mr B. T. Burke: why don't you ask
me whether I have?
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8. BUILDERS' REGISTRATION
Applications

Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Works:

I would like to ask the Minister a
question arising out of his answer
to question 1 on today's notice
paper, as follows--
(1) Would he please supply me

with the names of the 42
people or companies that have
been registered, as well as the
names of the 120 applications
which were unsuccessf ul?

(2) Would he give me details of
the 84 applications considered
by the board today when the
board had finished its deliber-
ations on those particular
applications?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) Probably the honourable

member is aware that the Build-
ers' Registration Board Is essen-
tially an industry board operated
and funded by the industry. in
these circumstances I do not think
it would be fair to give in this
place the names of the people who
had applied to become registered
builders and who had been re-
jected. If the member would like
to communicate with me privately,
there may be some way I can
help him with his queries.

9. SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS
Repairs and Renovations;

Programme
Mr MeIVER. to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Will the Minister advise if finance

will be forthcoming in the 1976-77
financial year for repairs and
renovations to schools in the Avon
electorate?

(2) If the answer to (1) is "Yes",
would he advise how much and
which schools will receive an allo-
cation?

(3) As the Northam Senior High
School is in urgent need of a furth-
er water paint and seating accom-
modation for students to partake
of lunch, as indicated to the de-
partment by the school principal
per correspondence, would the
Minister make an Immediate
grant to rectify the present situa-
tion?

Mr OTRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) The Public Works De-

partment has advised that the fol-
lowing schools have been listed
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for repair and renovations works
In the 1978-77 financial year,
pending the availability of funds-

Beverley District High School
Northam Senior High School
Bakers HI Primary School
Clackline Primary School.

(3) The matter of additional seating
has been listed for consideration
In the proposed 1976-77 school
building improvement programme.
A thorough search of departmen-
tal records has failed to locate any
request for an additional water
point at the school.

EDUCATION
Guidance Officers: Geraldton and

Midlands Area

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ig the Minister for E3ducation:

Will the Minister please clarify
the apparent inconsistency
between his answers yesterday to
questions 26 and 21 (2) (b).

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
There is in fact no inconsistency
between the two answers referred
to.
The reply to question 26 was that
no guidance officer had been
appointed for work specifically in
Geraldton. This is true.
The reply to question 27 was that
two officers served the whole
Geraldton and Midlands area.
This is true also.

11. MENTAL HEALTH
Kareeba Nursing Homne: Sale to Belmont

Shire
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

This question was telephoned
through this mrning, but if the
information has not been handed
to the Minister representing the
Minister for Health, he will not
be able to answer it. The ques-
tion Is as follows--
(1) Is it a fact that the Kareeba

Nursing Home has been
offered for sale to the Bel-
mont Shire Council?

Mr
(1)

(2) If so, when was the decision
to do that made?

RInGE replied:
and (2) I am sorry to report that
this answer has not been provided
by the Minister for Health. If it
is too late for the honourable
member to put his question on
the notice paper for next Tues-
day's sitting, I will be happy to
answer it then by way of a ques-
tion without notice, provided the
information has been given to me.

451



(ASSEMBLY]

12. HOUSING
Pensioners: Pemberton

Mr Mclver (for Mr H. D. EVANS), to
the Minister for Housing:

Pursuant to his reply to question
79 on Wednesday, the 7th April.
in which he stated that the State
Housing Commission programme
to build six pensioner units at
Pemberton had been withdrawn
because the commission could not
acquire suitable land, would he.
as a matter of urgency, have a
senior officer of the State Hous-
Ing Commission visit Pemberton
to discuss the question with the
Senior Citizens Accommodation
Committee and the Pensioners
League, and if so when could such
a visit take place?

Mr Old (for Mr P. V. JONES) replied:
It has already been arranged that
an officer of the State Housing
Commission will visit Pemberton
at the earliest opportunity and
meet the appropriate organisa-
tions.

ADDRESS-I1N-REPLY: SEVENTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from an earlier stage
of the sitting, on the following motion by
Mr Tubby-

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to--

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Legislative Assembly of

the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia In Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) (5.15 p.m.]:
I would like to ask members to imagine
themselves walking with me around the
shores of the lakes within my electorate.
I am sure they would enjoy it, not that
the lakes are of any great size, but from
an environmental point of view they pro-
vide much pleasure. Perhaps, like me,
members would then begin to feel some
concern about the future of these small
lakes.

Mr Skidmore: Shall we Imagine barefoot,
or with our shoes on?

Mr CLARKO: I will be taking members
down to the beach later on, so perhaps if
we imagine our shoes on now, and when
we come to Trigg in a moment, we can
take them off. I am sure members *uld
obtain a great deal of Pleasure from look-
ing at the beachgoers whom they would
see there: and if not all of them, certainly
half of them.

The wetlands of metropolitan Perth are
being severely diminished, and this is caus-
ing a great deal of concern to environmen-
talists. They are important to Perth's fu-
ture, and within my area we have a num-
ber of these small lakes. In fact, my ele-
torate-Karrinyup-posibly takes Its
name from Lake Karrinyup which in turn
took its name from an Aboriginal chief
called. I am told, Karine. who originally
inhabited this area with his group of
natives.

The first Anglo-Saxons who tried to
write down his name spelled it with a "C",
and members will be aware that a develop-
ment in the area now bears the name
'Carine'. In some of the other names

derived from this chief, the "K' has been
used.

In my area two of the lakes are called
"Big Carine" and "~Little Carine'. I realise
these sound like the names of Professional
wrestlers, but I can assure members that
the area of these lakes is very lovely. Im-
mediately to the south of that we havO the
Lake Karrinyup Country Club which is
known throughout Australia as a top-class
golf course. Its central feature is the lake
within it which was preserved because it
was within the control of this Private club.
Nearby is the Carlenup Swamp, whigh is
privately owned. It will be interesting to
see what part of this swamp we are able
to retain. There is also Lake Owelup and
another small area called Starr Swamp at
North Beach which I will discuss later.

I want to emphasise my earlier remarks
about these diminishing wetlands by re-
ferring to an area called town planning
scheme 31 in Balcatta, which is a current
major development. The City of Stirling
has done much for this area; it has re-
moved the marshlands and, I am told, it
is in the process of creating some 1 100
housing lots.

It is interesting and very pleasurable to
note, that the area around Lake Carine is
under the control of the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority, and thq area
around Lake Owelup is also under the con-
trol of that authority. The Planners who
ensured this control must be given a great
deal of credit because when areas are
under the control of authorities such as the
MEPA, one can be assured they will not
be totally endangered. The authority will
say how they are to be developed. Lake
Carine covers about 200 acres and I am
most interested in how It may be devel-
oped. When I was a councillor in the City
of Stirling, I was happy to take part in
two public meetings which discussed the
Possible future development of this very
large area of land.

It is regional open space. It Is not an
area that needs to be considered only
by the City of Stirling, within whose
boundaries it falls. It was Pleasant to
see at these meetings representatives of
the Shire of Wanneroo, and I am most
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pleased that the member for Toodyay
has Joined with mae in discussions on this
matter. Also, I am most appreciative of
the fact that the Chairman of the Metro-
politan Regional Planning Authority (Mr
Nell, Hawkins) agreed to chair one of
these meetings so that the local people
could put their views on how this large
area should be developed.

To my mind the main feature of the
Lake Carine area should be the water
body, and side by side with that it is
essential that extensive tree planting be
carried out-and with mature trees be-
cause It always puts me off somewhat when
I see local authorities planting trees that
are about 12 inches high; it means that
by the time they grow to proper stature
most of us will be dead.

Hopefully we will be able to preserve
those areas where at present there is a
considerable amount of wildlife. A numn-
ber of water birds inhabit portions Of
Lake Carine, and I would hope that
development will not interfere with their
occupancy. I believe there should be
various levels of development ranging from
no development through to very minor
development to development for passive
recreation and Possibly, adjacent to the
major Beach Road, It may be reasonable
to include some of the major winter and
summer sports which should not interfere
with the other areas where it Is important
that there be quiet and very little change
to the natural vegetation.

One of the great problems relates to the
cost of developing an area as large as this.
Whilst the MRPA has been most co-
operative in terms of discussions to this
date, probably it is not in a position to find
the vast sums of money necessary to
develop this area at the expense, perhaps,
of other areas it holds. I do hope there
can be a combination between the relevant
authorities--the local authorities which
are the City of Stirling and the Shire of
Wanneroo, and possibly the State Govern-
ment-in order to ensure that this area of
regional open space is developed quickly
and well.

It is essential that we combine two very
important things; that is, the expertise
of the scientists and people skilled in the
development of parks, and the views of the
ordinary people who live nearby and of
those who live some distance away.

The Lake Gwelup area is also under
the control of the MRPA. At the present
moment no development is taking place
at this site. For a coastal area, Lake
Owelup has a large quantity of fairly
heavy timber; and if one happens to be
able to find the time it Is a delight to
-wander around the edge of that lake. if
one is unlucky one might be passed by
someone on a noisy trail bike, and I would
hope that either the MRPA or the City of
Stirling, or perhaps both of them, can do
something properly to fence off the area to
keep out that type of vehicle.

It is all very well to talk in a theoretical
way about what we might do in the future;
but I am very pleased to say that I can
comment on something that is happening
In my electorate at this moment, and
which Is moving in the direction of con-
servation of an Important wetland. At
North Beach there is a swamp known as
Starr Swamp, within which the City of
Stirling has 1.8 hectares. In a discussion
held by the local associations--they used
to be known as progress associations-of
Trigg, North Beach, and Waterman, we
felt it was important to endeavour to
obtain the whole of this area and have it
set aside as a flora and fauna reserve.

To this end I wrote to the Minister for
Housing who, most fortunately, also hap.
pens to be the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment. I think It is a tre-
mendous. stroke of luck that he happens to
wear both hats. I asked him whether he
would be prepared to give some 2.5 hectares
so that it could be combined with the City
of Stirling land to make an area of just
over four hectares which would enable the
site to be reserved for flora and fauna.
This also would enable the children at the
nearby North Beach Primary School and
also other interested people, to continue
to carry out field studies in the area, be-
cause I am aware that not only people
who live nearby but also various conser-
vation and preservation groups which are
concerned with our natural flora and fauna
regularly visit this site.

The Minister wrote back and said that
Instead of giving 2.5 hectares of land he
was prepared to offer four hectares since
the State Housing Commission had 40
hectares In that piece of land; but the
offer was conditional upon the shire re-
garding this as fulfilling the 10 per cent
public open space requirement. I quickly
established this was highly unlikely to be
acceptable to the local authority.

Mr Barnett: Very perceptive of you.
Mr CLARKO:. I wrote back to the Min-

ister and thanked him for his offer and
informed him that it was not what I was
after. I wanted 2.5 hectares of land un-
encumbered so that it could be combined
with the land belonging to the City of
Stirling so that the area as a whole would
be preserved. I was then very pleasantly
surprised, and most appreciative of the
Minister, because he subsequently wrote
back and said he had decided to give the
whole four hectares, in no way related
to the public open space requirement.

I have now written to the City of Stir-
ling. I have turned the argument around:
instead of asking for land to be put with
the council land, I asked the council to
donate its land which would give us 5.8
hectares and thus make a significant
area of land to be a reserve for flora and
fauna.

I commend the Minister and his ad-
visers who have taken the situation up to
this point, and I am hopeful that the
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City of Stirling will co-operate further and
allow us to preserve such an important
piece of the coastal wetlands, and an area
which fisheries and wildlife experts advise
is highly worthy of preservation. I am
sure all those who live adjacent to this site
will appreciate this, as will those who live
further away because they will obtain
value from it in future.

Careful planning in regard to lakes and
wetlands is important, and 1 believe it is
important that we obtain the co-operation
of various bodies concerned, whether they
be the State Government, local govern-
ment, or Federal Government. All exper-
tise should be put together to ensure that
the problem of diminishing wetlands is
overcome, at least as far as possible.

I want now to turn to another area
which was set aside as regional open
space. This area is adjacent to Trigg
Island and could be described to the locals
as the area north of Contacio's and in
between the West Coast Highway and
Elliott Road. This is a large area of dune
country which is under the control of
the MRPA, although I have been advised
that authority is contemplating trans-
ferring the land to the City of Stirling.
In fact somebody advised me that this had
already been done, but I have been unable
to substantiate that.

I would be unhappy if the MRPA does
transfer this important piece of land to
the City of Stirling because I very much
fear that moves are afoot to continue
Marmion Avenue through the area merely
for the sake of some engineering con-
venience. I believe that would be a
tremendous error. In my opinion regional
open space should not be thrown away
in such a wasteful manner-by allowing a
major road to bisect it.

I express doubts about this, despite the
fact that when I was a councillor of the
City of Stirling and expressed the same
doubts I was always advised, "Don't worry,
we don't intend to do that, we are Just
thinking about it." The problem with
engineers is that when they start to think
about things inevitably they take one to
a position from which one cannot retract.

They create a situation similar to the
one created in Pearson Street, where the
new road was built up to one side of the
police stables, and recommenced on the
other side of the stables. The engineers
were then not very surprised that the
public thought Perhaps the road should
take the shortest route by going through
the middle of the stables!

it is essential that work on the Mitchell
Freeway be accelerated, and that it
becomes a major artery feeding and drain-
ing the northern coastal areas. The area
of Whitfords was planned, and I believe it
will be described as very poor planning if
a major road does not service it.

I am informed it is planned that the
Mitchell Freeway will reach Beach Road
by 1981. However, I strongly urge those
people responsible for the allocation of
money for the project to try to bring this
date forward because there is already a
major traffic problem on the West Coast
Highway.

Parts of West Coast Highway were built
at the time of the last war, and it wanders
around on the top of the cliffs like an old
cart track. It is an excellent scenic drive,
but nothing more. In fact, I once took
the trouble to consult a dictionary of
Aboriginal terms and names and came to
the conclusion that West Coast Highway
should be renamed "Pananiuna Drive".
When most Western Australians think of
the word "Panamuna." they think of the
magnificent boat which used to sail on.
the Swan River. However, it is a local
Aboriginal word meaning "ocean" andl
would be a very suitable name for West
Coast Highway.

We must take the major, heavy traffic
away from this road because it has become
a major barrier-a. "Great Wall of China"
-confronting people who wish to use the
most valuable recreational asset possessed
by metropolitan Perth; namely, the Indian
Ocean. I therefore ask Government
departments or officials who are at present
contemplating extending Marmion Avenue
southwards through the regional open
space of Trigg to think again.

My electorate of Karrlnyup is fortunate
-this probably accounts for the extremely
high land prices in the area-in having
access to a variety of magnificent beach-
fronts. We have the beautiful sandy
beaches just south of Trigg and, just to the
north, we have the reef merging with the
shore, giving us these rocky pools which
are so much appreciated by young children,
elderly people, and migrants. These
beaches are not enjoyed only by the people
residing in Karrinyup; they also provide
pleasure to many thousands of people
from areas outside my electorate.

The City of Stirling, of which at that
time I was a part, employed two experts,
Professor Martyn Webb and Dr Silvester-
from the University of Western Australia
to draw a plan for the development of the
beachfront. X have said before during a
previous Address-in-Reply debate that r.
believe the best beaches are those where
there is no sign of man. I hope and pray-
that no works are carried out by the City
of Stirling in the area south of Trigg, and
that the car Parks presently there are.
fenced in some way so that when the
public leave them, they travel on some
defined route so they do not affect the
very fragile dune vegetation and the
general configuration of the dune itself.
We should leave Trigg as a beach that
is largely undeveloped.

The City of Stirling should adopt what
I call a bikini deveiopment programme for-
the beachfront-something that covers.
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only the barest essentials. We must watch
very carefully any attempts bY the council
to develop a boat-launching ramp at Trlgg.
It has been suggested that blasting should
take place to carve a passageway for rea-
sonably sized pleasure boats immnediately
north of Trigg Island itself, and that the
depression which is at the foot of Elliott
Road be turned into some sort of large
area for the parking of boat trailers. In
fact, one plan shows about 175 positions
for boat trailers! It would be a major
tragedy if we were to interefere with the
reef at Trigg by extensive blasting.

In fact, it was only a few years ago
that blasting took place in this area and
a house I estimated to be nearly half a
mile away from the beachfront received
a large lump of limestone through Its
roof. I am concerned that if we indulge
in blasting of the rocks, we will seriously
change the passage of the currents in this
area and cause major damage to the coast-
line, not only at Trigg but also in areas
adjacent to Trigg.

There already are small boat launching
facilities at Trigg, and I do not believe any
further development should take place,
other than perhaps the use of a Jack
hammer to remove two or three nigger-
heads that obstruct the passage of small
boats moving in and out of this area. I
believe there are more suitable locations
for the siting of a major boat launching
area.

In fact, I am told that some time ago,
the Kaiser Aetna company was in the
process of developing a boat-launching
ramp at Mullaloo, but abandoned its plans
and turned over the results of its very
costly surveys into the feasibility of the
project to the Shire of Wannerco which
presently is seeking financial support
from the Stab. Government.

It would be very nice If the State Gov-
ernment could find the money to assist
the Shire of Wanneroo in this project.
In addition, possibly other local authori-
ties could come forward with financial
assistance, particularly the City of Stirl-
ing which occupies such a large part of
the metropolitan area and encompasses
about one-fifth of its Population. The peo-
ple of these adjoining shires will gain the
most benefit from these boat-launching
facilities and should be required to con-
tribute to its establishment.

I also briefly mention a problem which
has developed in recent years as a result
of the massive housing development in the
Whitfords area; namely a terrific increase
in the amount of traffic using West Coast
Highway during peak periods. It Is now
Impossible for elderly people to cross the
road between the hours of 8.00 a.m. and,
say, 8.45 a.m. I point out that People do
not seek to cross the road simply to gain
access to the beaches; bus stops are
located on the ocean side of West Coast
Highway, thus creating a very dangerous
situation.

As I say, elderly people cannot cross the
road during this period but the more ad-
venturous young children are likely to
take a chance, and could be involved in
an accident. I fear we will have serious
trouble in this regard, In all the time I
was a councillor for the City of Stirling,
and since I have been a member of Par-
liament I have tried to have crosswalks
located at the areas known as Mettam's
Pool, Hamersley Pool, and Watermans
Bay.

I know I have been criticising the
engineers tonight and I hope they will
excuse me for doing so once more, be-
cause the argument continually thrown
back at me was that the "magical" con-
flict number had not been reached, and
that therefore a crosswalk was not deemed
to be necessary.

After trying for years to obtain cross-
walks for this area, I was amazed to find
during a visit to Esperance a few years
ago that there were something like six
crosswalks servicing the coast road in
that region. With all due respect to people
in the area, as far as I could tell Esper-
ance had a much smaller Population than
my area.

Mr Hartrey: Not as dense as the popula-
tion In your area.

Mr CLARKO: I concede the Point raised
by the member for Boulder-Dundas; one
must be very careful of the expressions
one uses whcn referring to Population as
demographers have discovered.

It Is humbug to rest the decision on
some magical number which supposedly is
related to the ratio of people wishing to
cross the road and the number of vehicles
using that road at a given time.

Mr Jamieson: It does not save people
from getting hit; it merely allows them to
sue the person driving the car.

Mr CLARKO: I well remember the first
time I asked for a study to be cardied out,
because my wife was on the way to Sunday
school at about 9.30 a.m.

Mr T. D. Evans: Was she taking you?
Mr CLARKO: It was a rainy Sunday

morning in July, and thes3 engineers were
taking their survey. I was not at all sur-
prised when they came hack and told me
that the ratio of pedestrians to vehicles
was extremely low and that very few
people wished to use the beach on a rainy
Sunday morning in July!

Mr HartreY: Or even Sunday school.
Mr CLABSO:. They were going in a

better direction, I am sure. That sort of
thing is something that Governments must
go past. We cannot allow mathematics to
determine the fate of young people, old
people and, for that matter, anybody of
any age who wants to enjoy a tremen-
dously valuable recreational area.
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It is not good enough for rue to talk
about what I should like to see Ideally but
I wish briefly to touch on another aspect
of coastal ecology, which is topical; name-
ly, abalone fishing. Last Saturday The
West Australian reported that commercial
fishing of abalone was now allowed in the
North Beach area. This was previously
Approved in 1972 and at that time
there was a tremendous public outcry by
local residents at what they considered to
be a raping of the reef.

Mr Jamieson- The abalone fishermen
consider It to be a reaping of the reef.

Mr CLARKO: That is right, and I am
told that it is a very good harvest they
are reaping. I do not wish to take anything
away from the commercial fishermen, but
after I had received four telephone calls
at my office about three weeks ago telling
me that commercial fishermen would again
be allowed to take abalone in the North
Beach area, I contacted the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment.

Mr Jamieson: You cannot trust those
Country Party Ministers.

Mr CLARKO: I am delighted to say that
lust as he gave a magnificent gift to the
people of my area with regard to Starr
Swamp, the Minister again gave me some-
thing of which I was appreciative. I was
looking for a compromise; I was looking
for an opportunity to ensure the preserva-
tion of the reef for the people in my area,
who are very concerned about this matter,
and also for those amateurs who like
to take abalone. As a Western Austra-
lian born and bred I have always called
them mutton fish and I think it is
putting it on to call them abalone;, but
perhaps in overseas restaurants that is
a flashier term. I told the Minister that
if commercial abalone fishermen were al-
lowed to go into that area we could expect
trouble. He said, "I was expecting you to
say that because the flies say that we are
likely to expect a great deal of trouble."

It was not in the newspaper, but at my
suggestion the areas of Mettams Pool,
Hamerslcy Pool, Watermans Bay, an area
north of Trigg Island and, no doubt for
their own benefit, an area adjacent to
the marine laboratory have been taken
away from the commercial fishermen so
that the amateur will be able to fish those
areas.

Mr Jamieson: How do they define those
areas?

Mr CLARKO: When I put that proposi-
tion to the head of the department he
asked me the same question because, like
the member who has Just interjected, he
is a very intelligent person. I told the head
of the department that the answer to the
problem was to do exactly what the City
of Stirling does with regard to beach areas
in which people may take their dogs, which
is to use the road names to show where

they can or cannot go. For the purposes
of the experts, lines on a map are used
so that it is acceptable in a legal way.

I believe we have reached a compromise
about where the amateur will be able to
take abalone. It is unfortunate that the
reef top is largely denuded of abalone.

One of the first suggestions made to me
as the first offer of a compromise was to
say, "We will not have professionals on the
top of the reef." I said, "There are not any
abalone there." They said, "There are not
too many."

Like the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, I was quick enough to say that
that is no compromise whatsoever. Some
of the other areas which were offered initi-
ally were not as good as I thought they
should have been.

I am most pleased with the attitude
of the Minister. If those areas which
I have just named are available to the
amateur he still will not be able to
do very well if he fishes only on the reef
top, which is easily accessible. If he wishes
to go off the edge of the reef he will find
that the abalone have regenerated in the
last three years and that there is an ample
quantity of abalone.

Mr Hartrey: He goes off the deep end.
Mr CLARKO: Many of us have gone off

the deep end, but here he Is going off for
reward and when he gets into deep water'
I am sure he will be well rewarded.

Times have changed. When I first went
to live at Trigg Island a young fellow
used to walk up and down the street on
his way to and from the beach at half
past five in the morning. in each hand
he would have two crayfish. He treated
the edge of the reef In this area as though
it was his private bin where he kept his
best wine. He told me that he used to
put his hands In the little holes off the
edge of the reef and pluck out a crayfish.
He would wait Until he got one of the
right size and he would take only sufficient
for his needs. Unfortunately the advent of
spear fishermen in the North Beach area
brought some Irresponsible amateurs who
put their spear guns into the holes in the
edge of the reef. That was the end of
this young fellow's private stock and lar-
der. I never received any of the crayfish
he collected.

It is a great pity; it shows that Irrespon-
sible man Is greatly changing the ecology.

I hope that the scientists from the De-
partment of Fisheries and Wildlife are
correct in their assessment that profes-
sional fishermen will be able to take a
harvest from this area and not damage
the overall ecology. It is a fairly profitable
business. There are only 12 licensed pro-
fessional fishermen and the value of their
catch last year was $500 000. As the mem-
ber for Swan has said, perhaps we should
buy flippers and snorkels and obtain a li-
cence. We will do a lot better than we can
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do here; we would not even need holiday
pay, which some of the members opposite
have asked for recently.

I have tried to talk about what I see as
an important Problem in my area. it is
part of the general metropolitan problem
in regard to wetlands. Privately owned
wetlands are disappearing. I know there
are some problems in my electorate where
people have filled in the edges of some of
the swamps. I am told by experts that
subsequently they will never be able to
build on this land because of the Peat
which Is beneath it. This Is one reason
that the City of Stirling has spent such
a large sum of money developing the
scheme at Balcatta. Apparently the Peat
has been extracted and replaced with dirt
and compensating basins have been put
in and we shall finish up with some beau-
tiful lakes.

I am told that land there is selling for
very high prices; and the seat of Balcatta.
may become less secure if the price of
those house lots continues to rise. We need
to concern ourselves not only with the pro-
tection of those lakes, but also we need to
look very carefully at the development of
the Indian Ocean shoreline, not only in
my electorate but also generally in the
metropolitan area. I believed once that It
would be desirable for us to have a com-
bined authority, such as the one which is
working so successfully on the Swan
River; but I am not so sure now. Perhaps
individual local authorities with the as-
sistance of the State Government will
work more independently and act more
promptly. Certainly I would not be in-
terested in seeing a metropolitan coastal
authority decide that Trigg Island should
become a highly developed beach.

I remember resisting very strongly a
former town clerk of the City of Stirling
who believed a multi-storey international
hotel should be built at Trigg Island. He
thought that it was one of the most mag-
nificent places where one could build such
a hotel. I remember arguing very strongly
that it would be a tremendous tragedy If
that happened.

At Scarborough there is a major problem
concerning the need to redevelop the area.
Not so long ago somebody wanted to build
a casino in the area. I tossed up whether 1
would speak tonight about the Royal Com-
mission on Gambling-

Mr Jamieson: That main block at Scar-
borough is a disaster area. Nobody could
describe it in any other way.

Mr CLARRO: I would have to agree with
the honourable member. There is a conflict
in that area because same People see it
as an international hotel area similar to
beaches In America and Hawaii where
marvellous hotels have been built at great
expense to enable one to step out onto
the beach. I do not think that sort of
thing Is appropriate In Western Australia.
I believe, as tonight's Daily News says, It

(17)

Is essential for us to ensure that man has
maximumn access to the shorelines of lakes.
rivers or oceans. We must ensure this
is done. People have talked, and quite
correctly about the need to develop a
magnificent distribution of national parks
throughout Western Australia:, but it is
equally important that we protect the
edges of the stretches of natural waters.

I conclude by saying that If Karrlnyup,
which Is a showpiece of the metropolitan
area, is to continue as a showpiece, as a
beautiful place In which to live, and as an
attractive area for people to visit, It is
essential that we protect these water
regions.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
T. D. Evans.

House adjourned at 5.51 p.m.

Tuesday, the 13th April, 1976

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. P.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

ANZAC DAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Assent

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent. to the Bill.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
Point of Order

The Hon. OLIVE GRIFFITHS: I wish
to raise a point of order, Mr President.

The PRESIDENT: What is your point
of order?

The Hon. OLIVE ORIFFTTHS: You
called for notices of motion but you did
not call for questions without notice. As
I have a question without notice I am now
precluded from asking It. I would ask for
your reconsideration of procedure so that
I may ask my question.

The PRESIDENT: In such circum-
stances, neither the Hon. Olive Griffiths
nor anybody else should be precluded from
asking questions without notice. I will
take questions without notice at the con-
clusion of questions on notice.

QUESTIONS (5):- ON NOTICE
1. POUJCE

Aboriginal Girl: Alleged Rape
The Hon. LYLA ELIJO T, to the
Minister for Health representing the
Minister for Police:
(1) With reference to my letter of

the 2nd March concerning the
police handling of an alleged rape
and assault upon an Aboriginal
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